STATE ANIMAL CRUELTY LAWS:
Statutes that Provide for Court-Ordered Programs
for Animal Cruelty Offenses
This document contains the full text of state animal cruelty statutes that provide for court-ordered
evaluation, counseling, treatment, prevention, and/or educational programs.
Note: This content is offered for informational purposes only. It is not legal advice. These statutes may
not be the most recent version. We make no warranties or guarantees about the accuracy,
completeness, or adequacy of the information. Please check official sources.

ARKANSAS
Ark. Code Ann. §§ 5-62-103, 5-62-104
5-62-103. Offense of cruelty to animals.
(a) A person commits the offense of cruelty to animals if he or she knowingly:
(1) Subjects any animal to cruel mistreatment;
(2) Kills or injures any animal owned by another person without legal privilege or consent of the
owner;
(3) Abandons an animal at a location without providing for the animal's continued care;
(4) Fails to supply an animal in his or her custody with a sufficient quantity of wholesome food and
water;
(5) Fails to provide an animal in his or her custody with adequate shelter that is consistent with the
breed, species, and type of animal; or
(6) Carries or causes to be carried in or upon any motorized vehicle or boat an animal in a cruel or
inhumane manner.
(b) For purposes of this section, each alleged act of the offense of cruelty to animals committed against
more than one (1) animal may constitute a separate offense.
(c) Any person who pleads guilty or nolo contendere to or is found guilty of cruelty to animals is guilty
of an unclassified misdemeanor and shall be:
(1) Fined no less than one hundred fifty dollars ($150) and no more than one thousand dollars
($1,000);
(2) Either:
(A) Imprisoned for no less than one (1) day and no more than one (1) year in jail; or
(B) Ordered to complete community service; and
(3) (A) Both:
(i) Ordered to complete a psychiatric or psychological evaluation; and
(ii) If determined appropriate, psychiatric or psychological counseling or treatment for a length of
time prescribed by the court.
(B) The cost of any psychiatric or psychological evaluation, counseling, or treatment may be
ordered paid by the person up to the jurisdictional limit of the court.
(d) Any person who pleads guilty or nolo contendere to or is found guilty of the offense of cruelty to
animals for a second offense occurring within five (5) years of a previous offense of cruelty to animals
or of any other equivalent penal offense of another state or foreign jurisdiction is guilty of an
unclassified misdemeanor and shall be:
(1) Fined no less than four hundred dollars ($400) and no more than one thousand dollars ($1,000);
(2) Either:
(A) Imprisoned for no fewer than seven (7) days and no more than one (1) year; or
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(B) Ordered to complete no fewer than thirty (30) days of community service; and
(3) (A) Both:
(i) Ordered to receive a psychiatric or psychological evaluation; and
(ii) If determined appropriate, ordered to receive psychiatric or psychological counseling or
treatment for a length of time prescribed by the court.
(B) The cost of any psychiatric or psychological evaluation, counseling, or treatment may be
ordered paid by the person up to the jurisdictional limit of the court.
(e) Any person who pleads guilty or nolo contendere to or is found guilty of the offense of cruelty to
animals for a third offense occurring within five (5) years of a previous offense of cruelty to animals or of
any other equivalent penal offense of another state or foreign jurisdiction is guilty of an unclassified
misdemeanor and shall be:
(1) Fined no less than nine hundred dollars ($900) and no more than one thousand dollars ($1,000);
(2) Either:
(A) Imprisoned for no fewer than ninety (90) days and no more than one (1) year; or
(B) Ordered to complete no fewer than ninety (90) days of community service; and
(3) (A) Both:
(i) Ordered to receive a psychiatric or psychological evaluation; and
(ii) If determined appropriate, ordered to receive psychiatric or psychological counseling or
treatment for a length of time prescribed by the court.
(B) The cost of any psychiatric or psychological evaluation, counseling, or treatment may be
ordered paid by the person up to the jurisdictional limit of the court.
(f) (1) Any person who pleads guilty or nolo contendere to or is found guilty of cruelty to animals for a
fourth or subsequent offense occurring within (5) five years of a previous offense of cruelty to animals
or of any other equivalent penal offense of another state or foreign jurisdiction is guilty of a Class D
felony and shall be:
(A) Ordered to receive a psychiatric or psychological evaluation; and
(B) If determined appropriate, ordered to receive psychiatric or psychological counseling or
treatment for a length of time prescribed by the court.
(2) The cost of any psychiatric or psychological evaluation, counseling, or treatment may be ordered
paid by the person.
(g) (1) For the sole purpose of calculating the number of previous offenses under subsections (d), (e),
and (f) of this section, all offenses that are committed against one (1) or more animals and as part of
the same criminal episode are a single offense.
(2) As used in this section, "criminal episode" means an act that constitutes the offense of cruelty to
animals that is committed by a person against one (1) or more animals within a period of twenty-four
(24) hours.
5-62-104. Offense of aggravated cruelty to a dog, cat, or horse.
(a) A person commits the offense of aggravated cruelty to a dog, cat, or horse if he or she knowingly
tortures any dog, cat, or horse.
(b) A person who pleads guilty or nolo contendere to or is found guilty of aggravated cruelty to a dog,
cat, or horse:
(1) Shall be guilty of a Class D felony;
(2) May be ordered to perform up to four hundred (400) hours of community service; and
(3) Both:
(A) Ordered to receive a psychiatric or psychological evaluation; and
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(B) If determined appropriate, ordered to receive psychiatric or psychological counseling or
treatment for a length of time prescribed by the court.
(c) A person who pleads guilty or nolo contendere to or is found guilty of aggravated cruelty to a dog,
cat, or horse for a subsequent offense occurring within five (5) years from a previous offense of
aggravated cruelty to a dog, cat, or horse or of any other equivalent penal offense of another state or
foreign jurisdiction is guilty of a Class C felony and shall be:
(1) Ordered to receive a psychiatric or psychological evaluation; and
(2) If determined appropriate, ordered to receive psychiatric or psychological counseling or treatment
for a length of time prescribed by the court.
(d) The cost of any psychiatric or psychological evaluation, counseling, or treatment ordered under this
section shall be paid by the person ordered to receive the psychiatric or psychological evaluation,
counseling, or treatment.
(e) For purposes of this section, each alleged act of the offense of aggravated cruelty to a dog, cat, or
horse committed against more than one (1) dog, cat, or horse may constitute a separate offense.
(f) (1) For the sole purpose of calculating the number of previous offenses under subsection (b) of this
section, all offenses of aggravated cruelty to a dog, cat, or horse that are committed against one (1) or
more dogs, cats, or horses, as part of the same criminal episode are a single offense.
(2) As used in this section, "criminal episode" means an act that constitutes the offense of aggravated
cruelty to a dog, cat, or horse, committed by a person against one (1) or more dogs, cats, or horses
within a period of twenty-four (24) hours.

CALIFORNIA
Cal. Penal Code §§ 597, 597.9
597. (a) Except as provided in subdivision (c) of this section or Section 599c, every person who
maliciously and intentionally maims, mutilates, tortures, or wounds a living animal, or maliciously and
intentionally kills an animal, is guilty of a crime punishable pursuant to subdivision (d).
(b) Except as otherwise provided in subdivision (a) or (c), every person who overdrives, overloads,
drives when overloaded, overworks, tortures, torments, deprives of necessary sustenance, drink, or
shelter, cruelly beats, mutilates, or cruelly kills any animal, or causes or procures any animal to be so
overdriven, overloaded, driven when overloaded, overworked, tortured, tormented, deprived of
necessary sustenance, drink, shelter, or to be cruelly beaten, mutilated, or cruelly killed; and whoever,
having the charge or custody of any animal, either as owner or otherwise, subjects any animal to
needless suffering, or inflicts unnecessary cruelty upon the animal, or in any manner abuses any
animal, or fails to provide the animal with proper food, drink, or shelter or protection from the weather,
or who drives, rides, or otherwise uses the animal when unfit for labor, is, for each offense, guilty of a
crime punishable pursuant to subdivision (d).
(c) Every person who maliciously and intentionally maims, mutilates, or tortures any mammal, bird,
reptile, amphibian, or fish, as described in subdivision (e), is guilty of a crime punishable pursuant to
subdivision (d).
(d) A violation of subdivision (a), (b), or (c) is punishable as a felony by imprisonment pursuant to
subdivision (h) of Section 1170, or by a fine of not more than twenty thousand dollars ($20,000), or by
both that fine and imprisonment, or alternatively, as a misdemeanor by imprisonment in a county jail for
not more than one year, or by a fine of not more than twenty thousand dollars ($20,000), or by both that
fine and imprisonment.
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(e) Subdivision (c) applies to any mammal, bird, reptile, amphibian, or fish which is a creature
described as follows:
(1) Endangered species or threatened species as described in Chapter 1.5 (commencing with Section
2050) of Division 3 of the Fish and Game Code.
(2) Fully protected birds described in Section 3511 of the Fish and Game Code.
(3) Fully protected mammals described in Chapter 8 (commencing with Section 4700) of Part 3 of
Division 4 of the Fish and Game Code.
(4) Fully protected reptiles and amphibians described in Chapter 2 (commencing with Section 5050) of
Division 5 of the Fish and Game Code.
(5) Fully protected fish as described in Section 5515 of the Fish and Game Code.
This subdivision does not supersede or affect any provisions of law relating to taking of the described
species, including, but not limited to, Section 12008 of the Fish and Game Code.
(f) For the purposes of subdivision (c), each act of malicious and intentional maiming, mutilating, or
torturing a separate specimen of a creature described in subdivision (e) is a separate offense. If any
person is charged with a violation of subdivision (c), the proceedings shall be subject to Section 12157
of the Fish and Game Code.
(g) (1) Upon the conviction of a person charged with a violation of this section by causing or permitting
an act of cruelty, as defined in Section 599b, all animals lawfully seized and impounded with respect to
the violation by a peace officer, officer of a humane society, or officer of a pound or animal regulation
department of a public agency shall be adjudged by the court to be forfeited and shall thereupon be
awarded to the impounding officer for proper disposition. A person convicted of a violation of this
section by causing or permitting an act of cruelty, as defined in Section 599b, shall be liable to the
impounding officer for all costs of impoundment from the time of seizure to the time of proper
disposition.
(2) Mandatory seizure or impoundment shall not apply to animals in properly conducted scientific
experiments or investigations performed under the authority of the faculty of a regularly incorporated
medical college or university of this state.
(h) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, if a defendant is granted probation for a conviction
under this section, the court shall order the defendant to pay for, and successfully complete,
counseling, as determined by the court, designed to evaluate and treat behavior or conduct disorders. If
the court finds that the defendant is financially unable to pay for that counseling, the court may develop
a sliding fee schedule based upon the defendant’s ability to pay. An indigent defendant may negotiate a
deferred payment schedule, but shall pay a nominal fee if the defendant has the ability to pay the
nominal fee. County mental health departments or Medi-Cal shall be responsible for the costs of
counseling required by this section only for those persons who meet the medical necessity criteria for
mental health managed care pursuant to Section 1830.205 of Title 9 of the California Code of
Regulations or the targeted population criteria specified in Section 5600.3 of the Welfare and
Institutions Code. The counseling specified in this subdivision shall be in addition to any other terms
and conditions of probation, including any term of imprisonment and any fine. This provision specifies a
mandatory additional term of probation and is not to be utilized as an alternative in lieu of imprisonment
pursuant to subdivision (h) of Section 1170 or county jail when that sentence is otherwise appropriate. If
the court does not order custody as a condition of probation for a conviction under this section, the
court shall specify on the court record the reason or reasons for not ordering custody. This subdivision
shall not apply to cases involving police dogs or horses as described in Section 600.
597.9 (a) Except as provided in subdivision (c) or (d), any person who has been convicted of a
misdemeanor violation of subdivision (a) or (b) of Section 597, or Section 597a, 597b, 597h, 597j, 597s,
or 597.1, and who, within five years after the conviction, owns, possesses, maintains, has custody of,
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resides with, or cares for any animal is guilty of a public offense, punishable by a fine of one thousand
dollars ($1,000).
(b) Except as provided in subdivision (c) or (d), any person who has been convicted of a felony
violation of subdivision (a) or (b) of Section 597, or Section 597b or 597.5, and who, within 10 years
after the conviction, owns, possesses, maintains, has custody of, resides with, or cares for any animal
is guilty of a public offense, punishable by a fine of one thousand dollars ($1,000).
(c) (1) In cases of owners of livestock, as defined in Section 14205 of the Food and Agricultural Code,
a court may, in the interest of justice, exempt a defendant from the injunction required under
subdivision (a) or (b), as it would apply to livestock, if the defendant files a petition with the court to
establish, and does establish by a preponderance of the evidence, that the imposition of the provisions
of this section would result in substantial or undue economic hardship to the defendant’s livelihood and
that the defendant has the ability to properly care for all livestock in his or her possession.
(2) Upon receipt of a petition from the defendant, the court shall set a hearing to be conducted within
30 days after the filing of the petition. The petitioner shall serve a copy of the petition upon the
prosecuting attorney 10 calendar days prior to the requested hearing. The court shall grant the petition
for exemption from subdivision (a) or (b) unless the prosecuting attorney shows by a preponderance of
the evidence that either or both of the criteria for exemption under this subdivision are untrue.
(d) (1) A defendant may petition the court to reduce the duration of the mandatory ownership
prohibition. Upon receipt of a petition from the defendant, the court shall set a hearing to be conducted
within 30 days after the filing of the petition. The petitioner shall serve a copy of the petition upon the
prosecuting attorney 10 calendar days prior to the requested hearing. At the hearing, the petitioner shall
have the burden of establishing by a preponderance of the evidence all of the following:
(A) He or she does not present a danger to animals.
(B) He or she has the ability to properly care for all animals in his or her possession.
(C) He or she has successfully completed all classes or counseling ordered by the court.
(2) If the petitioner has met his or her burden, the court may reduce the mandatory ownership
prohibition and may order that the defendant comply with reasonable and unannounced inspections by
animal control agencies or law enforcement.

COLORADO
Colo. Rev. Stat. §§ 18-9-202, 19-2-918.5
18-9-202. Cruelty to animals--neglect of animals--offenses--repeal (1)(a) A person commits cruelty
to animals if he knowingly or with criminal negligence overdrives, overloads, overworks, tortures,
torments, deprives of necessary sustenance, unnecessarily or cruelly beats, needlessly mutilates,
needlessly kills, carries or confines in or upon any vehicles in a cruel or reckless manner, or otherwise
mistreats or neglects any animal, or causes or procures it to be done, or, having the charge or custody
of any animal, fails to provide it with proper food, drink, or protection from the weather, or abandons it.
(b) Any person who intentionally abandons a dog or cat commits the offense of cruelty to animals.
(2)(a) Cruelty to animals is a class 1 misdemeanor.
(a.5)(I)(A) In addition to the sentence imposed pursuant to this subsection (2), any person convicted of
committing cruelty to animals pursuant to subsection (1) of this section, the underlying factual basis of
which has been found by the court to include the knowing or intentional torture or torment of an animal
that needlessly injures, mutilates, or kills an animal shall pay a surcharge of up to four hundred dollars
to the clerk of the court in the county in which the conviction occurs or in which a deferred sentence is
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entered. Each clerk shall transmit the moneys to the court administrator of the judicial district in which
the offense occurred for credit to the fund.
(B) This subparagraph (I) is repealed, effective July 1, 2005.
(II) In addition to the sentence imposed pursuant to subparagraph (I) of this paragraph (a.5) any person
convicted of committing cruelty to animals pursuant to subsection (1) of this section, the underlying
factual basis of which has been found by the court to include the knowing or intentional torture or
torment of an animal that needlessly injures, mutilates, or kills an animal, may be ordered to complete
an anger management treatment program or any other appropriate treatment program.
(III) The court shall order an evaluation to be conducted prior to sentencing
to assist the court in determining an appropriate sentence. The person ordered to undergo an
evaluation shall be required to pay the cost of the evaluation, unless the person qualifies for a public
defender, then the cost will be paid by the judicial district. If the evaluation results in a recommendation
of treatment and if the court so finds, the person shall be ordered to complete an anger management
treatment program or any other treatment program that the court may deem appropriate.
(IV) Upon successful completion of an anger management treatment program or any other treatment
program deemed appropriate by the court, the court may suspend any fine imposed, except for a five
hundred dollar mandatory minimum fine which shall be imposed at the time of sentencing.
(V) In addition to any other sentence imposed upon a person for a violation of any criminal law under
this title, any person convicted of a second or subsequent conviction for any crime, the underlying
factual basis of which has been found by the court to include an act of cruelty to animals, shall be
required to pay a mandatory minimum fine of one thousand dollars and shall be required to complete
an anger management treatment program or any other appropriate treatment program.
(VI) Nothing in this paragraph (a.5) shall preclude the court from ordering treatment in any appropriate
case.
(VII) This paragraph (a.5) does not apply to the treatment of pack or draft animals by negligently
overdriving, overloading, or overworking them, or the treatment of livestock and other animals used in
the farm or ranch production of food, fiber, or other agricultural products when such treatment is in
accordance with accepted agricultural animal husbandry practices, the treatment of animals involved in
activities regulated pursuant to article 60 of title 12, C.R.S., the treatment of animals involved in
research if such research facility is operating under rules set forth by the state or federal government,
the treatment of animals involved in rodeos, the treatment of dogs used for legal hunting activities,
wildlife nuisances, or to statutes regulating activities concerning wildlife and predator control in the
state, including trapping.
(b) In the case of any person incurring a second or subsequent conviction under the provisions of
paragraph (a) of this subsection (2), a sentence of imprisonment within the minimum and maximum
terms for a class 1 misdemeanor as provided in section 18-1-106 shall be mandatory and shall not be
subject to suspension, nor shall such person be eligible for probation or parole for any part of such
period. A plea of nolo contendere accepted by the court shall be considered a conviction for the
purposes of this section.
(3) Nothing in this part 2 shall be construed to amend or in any manner change the authority of the
wildlife commission, as established in title 33, C.R.S., or to prohibit any conduct therein authorized or
permitted.
19-2-918.5. Sentencing - animal cruelty - anger management treatment.
(1) In addition to any sentence imposed pursuant to this section, any juvenile who has been adjudicated
a juvenile delinquent for the commission of cruelty to animals, as described in section 18-9-202 (1) (a),
C.R.S., in which the underlining factual basis of which has been found by the court to include the
knowing or intentional torture or torment of an animal which needlessly injures, mutilates, or kills an
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animal, may be ordered to complete an anger management treatment program or any other treatment
program deemed appropriate by the court.
(2) The court may order an evaluation to be conducted prior to disposition if an evaluation would assist
the court in determining an appropriate disposition. The parents or legal guardian of the juvenile
ordered to undergo an evaluation shall be required to pay the cost of the evaluation. If the evaluation
results in a recommendation of treatment and if the court so finds, the juvenile shall be ordered to
complete an anger management treatment program or any other treatment program deemed
appropriate by the court.
(3) The disposition for any juvenile who has been adjudicated a juvenile delinquent a second or
subsequent time, the underlying factual basis of which has been found by the court to include an act of
cruelty to animals, as described in section 18-9-202 (1) (a), C.R.S., shall include the completion of an
anger management treatment program or any other treatment program deemed appropriate by the
court.
(4) Nothing in this section shall preclude the court from ordering treatment in any appropriate case.
(5) This section does not apply to the treatment of pack or draft animals by negligently overdriving,
overloading, or overworking them, or the treatment of livestock and other animals used in the farm or
ranch production of food, fiber, or other agricultural products when such treatment is in accordance with
accepted animal husbandry practices, the treatment of animals involved in activities regulated pursuant
to article 60 of title 12, C.R.S., the treatment of animals involved in research if such research facility is
operating under rules and regulations set forth by the state or federal government, the treatment of
animals involved in rodeos, the treatment of dogs used for legal hunting activities, or to statutes
regulating activities concerning wildlife and predator control in the state, including trapping.

CONNECTICUT
Conn. Gen. Stat. Ann. §§ 53a-30, 46b-140
Sec. 53a-30. Conditions of probation and conditional discharge. (a) When imposing sentence of
probation or conditional discharge, the court may, as a condition of the sentence, order that the
defendant: (1) Work faithfully at a suitable employment or faithfully pursue a course of study or of
vocational training that will equip the defendant for suitable employment; (2) undergo medical or
psychiatric treatment and remain in a specified institution, when required for that purpose; (3) support
the defendant’s dependents and meet other family obligations; (4) make restitution of the fruits of the
defendant’s offense or make restitution, in an amount the defendant can afford to pay or provide in a
suitable manner, for the loss or damage caused thereby and the court may fix the amount thereof and
the manner of performance; (5) if a minor, (A) reside with the minor’s parents or in a suitable foster
home, (B) attend school, and (C) contribute to the minor’s own support in any home or foster home; (6)
post a bond or other security for the performance of any or all conditions imposed; (7) refrain from
violating any criminal law of the United States, this state or any other state; (8) if convicted of a
misdemeanor or a felony, other than a capital felony under the provisions of section 53a-54b in effect
prior to April 25, 2012, a class A felony or a violation of section 21a-278, 21a-278a, 53a-55, 53a-56,
53a-56b, 53a-57, 53a-58 or 53a-70b or any offense for which there is a mandatory minimum sentence
which may not be suspended or reduced by the court, and any sentence of imprisonment is suspended,
participate in an alternate incarceration program; (9) reside in a residential community center or halfway
house approved by the Commissioner of Correction, and contribute to the cost incident to such
residence; (10) participate in a program of community service labor in accordance with section 53a-39c;
(11) participate in a program of community service in accordance with section 51-181c; (12) if convicted
of a violation of subdivision (2) of subsection (a) of section 53-21, section 53a-70, 53a-70a, 53a-70b,
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53a-71, 53a-72a or 53a-72b, undergo specialized sexual offender treatment; (13) if convicted of a
criminal offense against a victim who is a minor, a nonviolent sexual offense or a sexually violent
offense, as defined in section 54-250, or of a felony that the court finds was committed for a sexual
purpose, as provided in section 54-254, register such person’s identifying factors, as defined in section
54-250, with the Commissioner of Emergency Services and Public Protection when required pursuant
to section 54-251, 54-252 or 54-253, as the case may be; (14) be subject to electronic monitoring,
which may include the use of a global positioning system; (15) if convicted of a violation of section 46a58, 53-37a, 53a-181j, 53a-181k or 53a-181l, participate in an anti-bias crime education program; (16) if
convicted of a violation of section 53-247, undergo psychiatric or psychological counseling or
participate in an animal cruelty prevention and education program provided such a program exists and
is available to the defendant; or (17) satisfy any other conditions reasonably related to the defendant’s
rehabilitation. The court shall cause a copy of any such order to be delivered to the defendant and to
the probation officer, if any.
(b) When a defendant has been sentenced to a period of probation, the Court Support Services
Division may require that the defendant comply with any or all conditions which the court could have
imposed under subsection (a) of this section which are not inconsistent with any condition actually
imposed by the court.
(c) At any time during the period of probation or conditional discharge, after hearing and for good cause
shown, the court may modify or enlarge the conditions, whether originally imposed by the court under
this section or otherwise, and may extend the period, provided the original period with any extensions
shall not exceed the periods authorized by section 53a-29. The court shall cause a copy of any such
order to be delivered to the defendant and to the probation officer, if any.
(d) The period of participation in an alternate incarceration program, unless terminated sooner, shall not
exceed the period of probation authorized by section 53a-29 or two years, whichever is less.
(e) The court may require that the person subject to electronic monitoring pursuant to subsection (a) of
this section pay directly to the electronic monitoring service provider a fee for the cost of such electronic
monitoring services. If the court finds that the person subject to electronic monitoring is indigent and
unable to pay the costs of electronic monitoring services, it shall waive such costs. Any contract
entered into by the Judicial Branch and the electronic monitoring service provider shall include a
provision stating that the total cost for electronic monitoring services shall not exceed six dollars per
day. Such amount shall be indexed annually to reflect the rate of inflation.
Sec. 46b-140. Disposition upon conviction of child as delinquent.
Disposition upon conviction of child as delinquent. (a) In determining the appropriate disposition of a
child convicted as delinquent, the court shall consider: (1) The seriousness of the offense, including the
existence of any aggravating factors such as the use of a firearm in the commission of the offense and
the impact of the offense on any victim; (2) the child’s record of delinquency; (3) the child’s willingness
to participate in available programs; (4) the existence of other mitigating factors; and (5) the culpability
of the child in committing the offense including the level of the child’s participation in the planning and
carrying out of the offense.
(b) Upon conviction of a child as delinquent, the court: (1) May (A) order the child to participate in an
alternative incarceration program; (B) order the child to participate in a program at a wilderness school
facility operated by the Department of Children and Families; (C) order the child to participate in a youth
service bureau program; (D) place the child on probation; (E) order the child or the parents or guardian
of the child, or both, to make restitution to the victim of the offense in accordance with subsection (d) of
this section; (F) order the child to participate in a program of community service in accordance with
subsection (e) of this section; or (G) withhold or suspend execution of any judgment; and (2) shall
impose the penalty established in subsection (b) of section 30-89 for any violation of said subsection
(b).
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(c) The court may order, as a condition of probation, that the child (1) reside with a parent, relative or
guardian or in a suitable foster home or other residence approved by the court, (2) attend school and
class on a regular basis and comply with school policies on student conduct and discipline, (3) refrain
from violating any federal or state law or municipal or local ordinance, (4) undergo any medical or
psychiatric evaluation or treatment deemed necessary by the court, (5) submit to random drug or
alcohol testing, or both, (6) participate in a program of alcohol or drug treatment, or both, (7) make
restitution to the victim of the offense in accordance with subsection (d) of this section, (8) participate in
an alternative incarceration program or other program established through the Court Support Services
Division, (9) participate in a program of community service, and (10) satisfy any other conditions
deemed appropriate by the court. The court shall cause a copy of any such order to be delivered to the
child, the child’s parents or guardian and the child’s probation officer. If the child is convicted as
delinquent for a violation of section 53-247, the court may order, as a condition of probation, that the
child undergo psychiatric or psychological counseling or participate in an animal cruelty prevention and
education program provided such a program exists and is available to the child.
(d) If the child has engaged in conduct which results in property damage or personal injury, the court
may order the child or the parent or parents or guardian of the child, if such parent or parents or
guardian had knowledge of and condoned the conduct of the child, or both the child and the parent or
parents or guardian, to make restitution to the victim of such offense, provided the liability of such
parent or parents or guardian shall be limited to an amount not exceeding the amount such parent or
parents or guardian would be liable for in an action under section 52-572. Restitution may consist of
monetary reimbursement for the damage or injury, based on the child’s or the parent’s, parents’ or
guardian’s ability to pay, as the case may be, in the form of a lump sum or installment payments, paid
to the court clerk or such other official designated by the court for distribution to the victim.
(e) The court may order the child to participate in a program of community service under the
supervision of the court or any organization designated by the court. Such child shall not be deemed to
be an employee and the services of such child shall not be deemed employment.
(f) If the court further finds that its probation services or other services available to the court are not
adequate for such child, the court shall commit such child to the Department of Children and Families in
accordance with the provisions of section 46b-141.
(g) Any child or youth coming within the jurisdiction of the court, who is found to be mentally ill, may be
committed by said court to the Commissioner of Children and Families and, if the court convicts a child
as delinquent and finds such child to be mentally deficient, the court may commit such child to an
institution for mentally deficient children or youth or delinquents. No such commitment may be ordered
or continued for any child who has attained the age of twenty. Whenever it is found that a child
convicted as delinquent or adjudged to be a member of a family with service needs would benefit from
a work-study program or employment with or without continued school attendance, the court may, as a
condition of probation or supervision, authorize such child to be employed for part or full-time at some
useful occupation that would be favorable to such child’s welfare, and the probation officer shall
supervise such employment. For the purposes of this section, the limitations of subsection (a) of section
31-23 on the employment of minors under the age of sixteen years shall not apply for the duration of
such probation or supervision.
(h) Whenever the court commits a child to the Department of Children and Families, there shall be
delivered with the mittimus a copy of the results of the investigations made as required by section 46b134. The court may, at any time, require from the department in whose care a child has been placed
such report as to such child and such child’s treatment.
(i) If the delinquent act for which the child is committed to the Department of Children and Families is a
serious juvenile offense, the court may set a minimum period of twelve months during which the child
shall be placed in a residential facility operated by or under contract with said department, as
determined by the Commissioner of Children and Families. No such commitment may be ordered or
continued for any child who has attained the age of twenty. The setting of such minimum period shall
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be in the form of an order of the court included in the mittimus. For good cause shown in the form of an
affidavit annexed thereto, the Department of Children and Families, the parent or guardian of the child
or the child may petition the court for modification of any such order.
(j) Except as otherwise provided in this section, the court may order that a child be (1) committed to the
Department of Children and Families and, after consultation with said department, the court may order
that the child be placed directly in a residential facility within this state and under contract with said
department, or (2) committed to the Commissioner of Children and Families for placement by the
commissioner, in said commissioner’s discretion, (A) with respect to the juvenile offenders determined
by the Department of Children and Families to be the highest risk, in the Connecticut Juvenile Training
School, if the juvenile offender is a male, or in another state facility, presumptively for a minimum period
of twelve months, or (B) in a private residential or day treatment facility within or outside this state, or
(C) on parole. No such commitment may be ordered or continued for any child who has attained the
age of twenty. The commissioner shall use a risk and needs assessment classification system to
ensure that male children who are in the highest risk level will be placed in the Connecticut Juvenile
Training School.
(k) On or after May 21, 2004, no female child committed to the Department of Children and Families
shall be placed in the Connecticut Juvenile Training School. Any female child placed in the Connecticut
Juvenile Training School before May 21, 2004, shall be transferred to another appropriate facility not
later than ninety days after May 21, 2004.
(l) Notwithstanding any provisions of the general statutes concerning the confidentiality of records and
information, whenever a child convicted as delinquent is committed to the Department of Children and
Families, the Commissioner of Children and Families shall have access to the following information: (1)
Educational records of such child; (2) records regarding such child’s past treatment for physical or
mental illness, including substance abuse; (3) records regarding such child’s prior placement in a public
or private residential facility; (4) records created or obtained by the Judicial Department regarding such
child; and (5) records, as defined in subsection (a) of section 17a-28. The Commissioner of Children
and Families shall review such information to determine the appropriate services and placement which
will be in the best interest of the child.

DELAWARE
Del. Code Ann. tit. 11, §§ 1326, 4362
1326 Animals; fighting and baiting prohibited; class E felony.
(a) A person who owns, possesses, keeps, trains, or uses a bull, bear, dog, cock, or other animal or
fowl for the purpose of fighting or baiting; or a person who is a party to or who causes the fighting or
baiting of a bull, bear, dog, cock, or other animal or fowl; or a person who rents or otherwise obtains the
use of a building, shed, room, yard, ground, or premises for the purpose of fighting or baiting an animal
or fowl; or a person who knowingly suffers or permits the use of a building, shed, room, yard, ground, or
premises belonging to the person, or that is under the person's control, for any of the purposes
described in this section, is guilty of a class E felony.
(b) A person who is present at a building, shed, room, yard, ground, or premises where preparations
are being made for an exhibition prohibited by subsection (a) of this section, and who knows that the
exhibition is taking place or is about to take place, is guilty of a class F felony.
(c) A person who gambles on the outcome of an exhibition prohibited by subsection (a) of this section
is guilty of a class F felony
(d) All animals, equipment, devices, and money involved in a violation of this section must be forfeited
to the State. Animals so forfeited must be evaluated by a duly incorporated society for the prevention of
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cruelty to animals, an authorized state agency, or a duly incorporated humane society in charge of
animals for eligibility for adoption. After evaluation, animals may also be transferred to a rescue
organization. Animals forfeited may be adopted to individuals other than the convicted person or person
dwelling in the same household, who conspired, aided or abetted in the unlawful act which was the
basis of the conviction, or who knew or should have known of the unlawful act, or humanely disposed of
according to the provisions of subchapter I of Chapter 30F of Title 16.
(e) Prosecution for any offense under this section may not be commenced after 5 years from the
commission of the offense.
(f) A person convicted of a violation of this section is prohibited from owning or possessing any animal
or fowl for 15 years after conviction.
(g) A fine issued as a result of a violation of this section may not be suspended.
(h) In addition to the penalties provided under this section, the court may require a person convicted of
violating this section to attend and participate in an appropriate treatment program or to obtain
appropriate psychiatric or psychological counseling, or both. The court may impose the costs of any
treatment program or counseling upon the person convicted.
4362 Psychiatric examinations.
(a) When the Board of Pardons considers for recommendation to the Governor, for pardon or
commutation of sentence, any person who has been convicted of an act causing death (Subpart B,
Subchapter 11, Chapter 5, Title 11); sexual offenses (Subpart D, Subchapter 11, Chapter 5, Title 11);
kidnapping and related offenses (Subpart E, Subchapter 11, Chapter 5, Title 11); arson and related
offenses (Subpart A, Subchapter 111, Chapter 5, Title 11); burglary in the first degree; burglary in the
second degree; robbery (Subpart C, Subchapter 111, Chapter 5, Title 11); offenses relating to children
and incompetents (Subchapter V, Chapter 5, Title 11); cruelty to animals; abusing a corpse; unlawful
use of an incendiary device, bomb or other explosive device; abuse to children (Chapter 10, Title 16);
and distribution of a controlled substance to a person under age eighteen (§4761, Chapter 47, Title 16);
or for an attempt as provided by statute to commit any of these crimes, there shall be furnished to each
member of the Board of Pardons and to the Governor, in case recommendation for a pardon or
commutation of sentence be made, a copy of the report of the psychiatrist who has examined such
person, as provided in subsection (b) of this section.

FLORIDA
Fla. Stat. Ann. § 828.12
828.12 Cruelty to animals.
(1) A person who unnecessarily overloads, overdrives, torments, deprives of necessary sustenance or
shelter, or unnecessarily mutilates, or kills any animal, or causes the same to be done, or carries in or
upon any vehicle, or otherwise, any animal in a cruel or inhumane manner, commits animal cruelty, a
misdemeanor of the first degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or by a fine of not more than
$5,000, or both.
(2) A person who intentionally commits an act to any animal, or a person who owns or has the
custody or control of any animal and fails to act, which results in the cruel death, or excessive or
repeated infliction of unnecessary pain or suffering, or causes the same to be done, commits
aggravated animal cruelty, a felony of the third degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or by a
fine of not more than $10,000, or both.
(a) A person convicted of a violation of this subsection, where the finder of fact determines that the
violation includes the knowing and intentional torture or torment of an animal that injures, mutilates, or
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kills the animal, shall be ordered to pay a minimum mandatory fine of $2,500 and undergo
psychological counseling or complete an anger management treatment program.
(b) A person convicted of a second or subsequent violation of this subsection shall be required to pay
a minimum mandatory fine of $5,000 and serve a minimum mandatory period of incarceration of 6
months. In addition, the person shall be released only upon expiration of sentence, is not eligible for
parole, control release, or any form of early release, and must serve 100 percent of the court-imposed
sentence. Any plea of nolo contendere shall be considered a conviction for purposes of this subsection.
(3) A person who commits multiple acts of animal cruelty or aggravated animal cruelty against an
animal may be charged with a separate offense for each such act. A person who commits animal
cruelty or aggravated animal cruelty against more than one animal may be charged with a separate
offense for each animal such cruelty was committed upon.
(4) A veterinarian licensed to practice in the state shall be held harmless from either criminal or civil
liability for any decisions made or services rendered under the provisions of this section. Such a
veterinarian is, therefore, under this subsection, immune from a lawsuit for his or her part in an
investigation of cruelty to animals.
(5) A person who intentionally trips, fells, ropes, or lassos the legs of a horse by any means for the
purpose of entertainment or sport shall be guilty of a third degree felony, punishable as provided in s.
775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084. As used in this subsection, “trip” means any act that consists of the
use of any wire, pole, stick, rope, or other apparatus to cause a horse to fall or lose its balance, and
“horse” means any animal of any registered breed of the genus Equus, or any recognized hybrid
thereof. The provisions of this subsection shall not apply when tripping is used:
(a) To control a horse that is posing an immediate threat to other livestock or human beings;
(b) For the purpose of identifying ownership of the horse when its ownership is unknown; or
(c) For the purpose of administering veterinary care to the horse.

GEORGIA
Ga. Code Ann. § 16-12-4
16-12-4. Cruelty to animals
(a) As used in this Code section, the term:
(1) "Animal" shall not include any fish nor shall such term include any pest that might be exterminated
or removed from a business, residence, or other structure.
(2) "Malice" means:
(A) An actual intent, which may be shown by the circumstances connected to the act, to cause the
particular harm produced without justification or excuse; or
(B) The wanton and willful doing of an act with an awareness of a plain and strong likelihood that a
particular harm may result.
(b) A person commits the offense of cruelty to animals when he or she:
(1) Causes physical pain, suffering, or death to an animal by any unjustifiable act or omission; or
(2) Having intentionally exercised custody, control, possession, or ownership of an animal, fails to
provide to such animal adequate food, water, sanitary conditions, or ventilation that is consistent with
what a reasonable person of ordinary knowledge would believe is the normal requirement and feeding
habit for such animal's size, species, breed, age, and physical condition.
(c) Any person convicted of the offense of cruelty to animals shall be guilty of a misdemeanor;
provided, however, that any person who has had a prior adjudication of guilt for the offense of cruelty to
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animals or aggravated cruelty to animals, or an adjudication of guilt for the commission of an offense
under the laws of any other state, territory, possession, or dominion of the United States, or of any
foreign nation recognized by the United States, which would constitute the offense of cruelty to animals
or aggravated cruelty to animals if committed in this state, including an adjudication of a juvenile for the
commission of an act, whether committed in this state or in any other state, territory, possession, or
dominion of the United States, or any foreign nation recognized by the United States, which if
committed by an adult would constitute the offense of cruelty to animals or aggravated cruelty to
animals, upon the second or subsequent conviction of cruelty to animals shall be guilty of a
misdemeanor of a high and aggravated nature.
(d) A person commits the offense of aggravated cruelty to animals when he or she:
(1) Maliciously causes the death of an animal;
(2) Maliciously causes physical harm to an animal by depriving it of a member of its body, by
rendering a part of such animal's body useless, or by seriously disfiguring such animal's body or a
member thereof;
(3) Maliciously tortures an animal by the infliction of or subjection to severe or prolonged physical
pain;
(4) Maliciously administers poison to an animal, or exposes an animal to any poisonous substance,
with the intent that the substance be taken or swallowed by the animal; or
(5) Having intentionally exercised custody, control, possession, or ownership of an animal,
maliciously fails to provide to such animal adequate food, water, sanitary conditions, or ventilation that
is consistent with what a reasonable person of ordinary knowledge would believe is the normal
requirement and feeding habit for such animal's size, species, breed, age, and physical condition to the
extent that the death of such animal results or a member of its body is rendered useless or is seriously
disfigured.
(e) Any person convicted of the offense of aggravated cruelty to animals shall be guilty of a felony and
shall be punished by imprisonment for not less than one nor more than five years, a fine not to exceed
$15,000.00, or both; provided, however, that any person who has had a prior adjudication of guilt for
the offense of aggravated cruelty to animals, or an adjudication of guilt for the commission of an offense
under the laws of any other state, territory, possession, or dominion of the United States, or of any
foreign nation recognized by the United States, which would constitute the offense of aggravated
cruelty to animals if committed in this state, including an adjudication of a juvenile for the commission of
an act, whether committed in this state or in any other state, territory, possession, or dominion of the
United States, or any foreign nation recognized by the United States, which if committed by an adult
would constitute the offense of aggravated cruelty to animals, upon the second or subsequent
conviction of aggravated cruelty to animals shall be punished by imprisonment for not less than one nor
more than ten years, a fine not to exceed $100,000.00, or both.
(f) Before sentencing a defendant for any conviction under this Code section, the sentencing judge
may require psychological evaluation of the offender and shall consider the entire criminal record of the
offender.
(g) The provisions of this Code section shall not be construed as prohibiting conduct which is otherwise
permitted under the laws of this state or of the United States, including, but not limited to, agricultural,
animal husbandry, butchering, food processing, marketing, scientific research, training, medical,
zoological, exhibition, competitive, hunting, trapping, fishing, wildlife management, or pest control
practices or the authorized practice of veterinary medicine nor to limit in any way the authority or duty of
the Department of Agriculture, Department of Natural Resources, any county board of health, any law
enforcement officer, dog, animal, or rabies control officer, humane society, veterinarian, or private
landowner protecting his or her property.
(h) (1) In addition to justification and excuse as provided in Article 2 of Chapter 3 of this title, a person
shall be justified in injuring or killing an animal when and to the extent that he or she reasonably
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believes that such act is necessary to defend against an imminent threat of injury or damage to any
person, other animal, or property.
(2) A person shall not be justified in injuring or killing an animal under the circumstances set forth in
paragraph (1) of this subsection when:
(A) The person being threatened is attempting to commit, committing, or fleeing after the
commission or attempted commission of a crime;
(B) The person or other animal being threatened is attempting to commit or committing a trespass
or other tortious interference with property; or
(C) The animal being threatened is not lawfully on the property where the threat is occurring.
(3) The method used to injure or kill an animal under the circumstances set forth in paragraph (1) of
this subsection shall be designed to be as humane as is possible under the circumstances. A person
who humanely injures or kills an animal under the circumstances indicated in this subsection shall incur
no civil liability or criminal responsibility for such injury or death.

ILLINOIS
510 Ill. Compo Stat. Ann. 70/3; 70/3.01; 70/3.02; 70/3.03-1; 720 Ill. Compo Stat. Ann. 5/12-35
(510 ILCS 70/3)
Sec. 3. Owner's duties.
(a) Each owner shall provide for each of his or her animals:
(1) a sufficient quantity of good quality, wholesome food and water;
(2) adequate shelter and protection from the weather;
(3) veterinary care when needed to prevent suffering; and
(4) humane care and treatment.
(b) To lawfully tether a dog outdoors, an owner must ensure that the dog:
(1) does not suffer from a condition that is known, by that person, to be exacerbated by tethering;
(2) is tethered in a manner that will prevent it from becoming entangled with other tethered dogs;
(3) is not tethered with a lead that (i) exceeds one-eighth of the dog's body weight or (ii) is a tow
chain or a log chain;
(4) is tethered with a lead that measures, when rounded to the nearest whole foot, at least 10 feet
in length;
(5) is tethered with a properly fitting harness or collar other than the lead or a pinch, prong, or
choke-type collar; and
(6) is not tethered in a manner that will allow it to reach within the property of another person, a
public walkway, or a road.
(c) Subsection (b) of this Section shall not be construed to prohibit:
(1) a person from walking a dog with a hand-held leash;
(2) conduct that is directly related to the cultivating of agricultural products, including shepherding
or herding cattle or livestock, if the restraint is reasonably necessary for the safety of the dog;
(3) the tethering of a dog while at an organized and lawful animal function, such as hunting,
obedience training, performance and conformance events, or law enforcement training, or while in the
pursuit of working or competing in those endeavors; or
(4) a dog restrained in compliance with the requirements of a camping or recreational area as
defined by a federal, State, or local authority or jurisdiction.
(d) A person convicted of violating subsection (a) of this Section is guilty of a Class B misdemeanor.
A second or subsequent violation of subsection (a) of this Section is a Class 4 felony with every day
that a violation continues constituting a separate offense. In addition to any other penalty provided by
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law, upon conviction for violating subsection (a) of this Section, the court may order the convicted
person to undergo a psychological or psychiatric evaluation and to undergo any treatment at the
convicted person's expense that the court determines to be appropriate after due consideration of the
evaluation. If the convicted person is a juvenile or a companion animal hoarder, the court must order
the convicted person to undergo a psychological or psychiatric evaluation and to undergo treatment
that the court determines to be appropriate after due consideration of the evaluation.
(e) A person convicted of violating subsection (b) of this Section is guilty of a Class B misdemeanor.
(f) As used in this Section, "tether" means to restrain by tying to an object or structure, including,
without limitation, a house, tree, fence, post, garage, shed, or clothes line at a person's residence or
business, by any means, including, without limitation, a chain, rope, cord, leash, or running line.
(510 ILCS 70/3.01)
Sec. 3.01. Cruel treatment. No person or owner may beat, cruelly treat, torment, starve, overwork or
otherwise abuse any animal.
No owner may abandon any animal where it may become a public charge or may suffer injury,
hunger or exposure.
A person convicted of violating this Section is guilty of a Class A misdemeanor. A second or
subsequent conviction for a violation of this Section is a Class 4 felony. In addition to any other penalty
provided by law, upon conviction for violating this Section, the court may order the convicted person to
undergo a psychological or psychiatric evaluation and to undergo any treatment at the convicted
person's expense that the court determines to be appropriate after due consideration of the evidence. If
the convicted person is a juvenile or a companion animal hoarder, the court must order the convicted
person to undergo a psychological or psychiatric evaluation and to undergo treatment that the court
determines to be appropriate after due consideration of the evaluation.
Sec. 3.01. Cruel treatment. No person or owner may beat, cruelly treat, torment, starve, overwork or
otherwise abuse any animal.
No owner may abandon any animal where it may become a public charge or may suffer injury,
hunger or exposure.
No owner of a dog or cat that is a companion animal may expose the dog or cat in a manner that
places the dog or cat in a life-threatening situation for a prolonged period of time in extreme heat or
cold conditions that results in injury to or death of the animal.
A person convicted of violating this Section is guilty of a Class A misdemeanor. A second or
subsequent conviction for a violation of this Section is a Class 4 felony. In addition to any other penalty
provided by law, upon conviction for violating this Section, the court may order the convicted person to
undergo a psychological or psychiatric evaluation and to undergo any treatment at the convicted
person's expense that the court determines to be appropriate after due consideration of the evidence. If
the convicted person is a juvenile or a companion animal hoarder, the court must order the convicted
person to undergo a psychological or psychiatric evaluation and to undergo treatment that the court
determines to be appropriate after due consideration of the evaluation.
Sec. 3.01. Cruel treatment.
(a) No person or owner may beat, cruelly treat, torment, starve, overwork or otherwise abuse any
animal.
(b) No owner may abandon any animal where it may become a public charge or may suffer injury,
hunger or exposure.
(c) A person convicted of violating this Section is guilty of a Class A misdemeanor. A second or
subsequent conviction for a violation of this Section is a Class 4 felony. In addition to any other penalty
provided by law, a person who is convicted of violating subsection (a) upon a companion animal in the
presence of a child, as defined in Section 12-0.1 of the Criminal Code of 2012, shall be subject to a fine
of $250 and ordered to perform community service for not less than 100 hours. In addition to any other
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penalty provided by law, upon conviction for violating this Section, the court may order the convicted
person to undergo a psychological or psychiatric evaluation and to undergo any treatment at the
convicted person's expense that the court determines to be appropriate after due consideration of the
evidence. If the convicted person is a juvenile or a companion animal hoarder, the court must order the
convicted person to undergo a psychological or psychiatric evaluation and to undergo treatment that
the court determines to be appropriate after due consideration of the evaluation.
(510 ILCS 70/3.02)
Sec. 3.02. Aggravated cruelty.
(a) No person may intentionally commit an act that causes a companion animal to suffer serious
injury or death. Aggravated cruelty does not include euthanasia of a companion animal through
recognized methods approved by the Department of Agriculture unless prohibited under subsection (b).
(b) No individual, except a licensed veterinarian as exempted under Section 3.09, may knowingly or
intentionally euthanize or authorize the euthanasia of a companion animal by use of carbon monoxide.
(c) A person convicted of violating Section 3.02 is guilty of a Class 4 felony. A second or subsequent
violation is a Class 3 felony. In addition to any other penalty provided by law, upon conviction for
violating this Section, the court may order the convicted person to undergo a psychological or
psychiatric evaluation and to undergo any treatment at the convicted person's expense that the court
determines to be appropriate after due consideration of the evaluation. If the convicted person is a
juvenile or a companion animal hoarder, the court must order the convicted person to undergo a
psychological or psychiatric evaluation and to undergo treatment that the court determines to be
appropriate after due consideration of the evaluation.
(510 ILCS 70/3.03)
Sec. 3.03. Animal torture.
(a) A person commits animal torture when that person without legal justification knowingly or
intentionally tortures an animal. For purposes of this Section, and subject to subsection (b), "torture"
means infliction of or subjection to extreme physical pain, motivated by an intent to increase or prolong
the pain, suffering, or agony of the animal.
(b) For the purposes of this Section, "animal torture" does not include any death, harm, or injury
caused to any animal by any of the following activities:
(1) any hunting, fishing, trapping, or other activity allowed under the Wildlife Code, the Wildlife
Habitat Management Areas Act, or the Fish and Aquatic Life Code;
(2) any alteration or destruction of any animal done by any person or unit of government pursuant
to statute, ordinance, court order, or the direction of a licensed veterinarian;
(3) any alteration or destruction of any animal by any person for any legitimate purpose, including,
but not limited to: castration, culling, declawing, defanging, ear cropping, euthanasia, gelding,
grooming, neutering, polling, shearing, shoeing, slaughtering, spaying, tail docking, and vivisection; and
(4) any other activity that may be lawfully done to an animal.
(c) A person convicted of violating this Section is guilty of a Class 3 felony. As a condition of the
sentence imposed under this Section, the court shall order the offender to undergo a psychological or
psychiatric evaluation and to undergo treatment that the court determines to be appropriate after due
consideration of the evaluation.
(510 ILCS 70/3.03-1)
Sec. 3.03-1. Depiction of animal cruelty.
(a) "Depiction of animal cruelty" means any visual or auditory depiction, including any photograph,
motion-picture film, video recording, electronic image, or sound recording, that would constitute a
violation of Section 3.01, 3.02, 3.03, or 4.01 of the Humane Care for Animals Act or Section 26-5 or 481 of the Criminal Code of 1961 or the Criminal Code of 2012.
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(720 ILCS 5/12-35)
Sec. 12-35. Sexual conduct or sexual contact with an animal.
(a) A person may not knowingly engage in any sexual conduct or sexual contact with an animal.
(b) A person may not knowingly cause, aid, or abet another person to engage in any sexual conduct
or sexual contact with an animal.
(c) A person may not knowingly permit any sexual conduct or sexual contact with an animal to be
conducted on any premises under his or her charge or control.
(d) A person may not knowingly engage in, promote, aid, or abet any activity involving any sexual
conduct or sexual contact with an animal for a commercial or recreational purpose.
(e) Sentence. A person who violates this Section is guilty of a Class 4 felony. A person who violates
this Section in the presence of a person under 18 years of age or causes the animal serious physical
injury or death is guilty of a Class 3 felony.
(f) In addition to the penalty imposed in subsection (e), the court may order that the defendant do any
of the following:
(1) Not harbor animals or reside in any household where animals are present for a reasonable
period of time or permanently, if necessary.
(2) Relinquish and permanently forfeit all animals residing in the household to a recognized or duly
organized animal shelter or humane society.
(3) Undergo a psychological evaluation and counseling at defendant's expense.
(4) Reimburse the animal shelter or humane society for any reasonable costs incurred for the care
and maintenance of the animal involved in the sexual conduct or sexual contact in addition to any
animals relinquished to the animal shelter or humane society.
(g) Nothing in this Section shall be construed to prohibit accepted animal husbandry practices or
accepted veterinary medical practices by a licensed veterinarian or certified veterinary technician.
(h) If the court has reasonable grounds to believe that a violation of this Section has occurred, the
court may order the seizure of all animals involved in the alleged violation as a condition of bond of a
person charged with a violation of this Section.
(i) In this Section:
"Animal" means every creature, either alive or dead, other than a human being.
"Sexual conduct" means any knowing touching or fondling by a person, either directly or through
clothing, of the sex organs or anus of an animal or any transfer or transmission of semen by the person
upon any part of the animal, for the purpose of sexual gratification or arousal of the person.
"Sexual contact" means any contact, however slight, between the sex organ or anus of a person and
the sex organ, mouth, or anus of an animal, or any intrusion, however slight, of any part of the body of
the person into the sex organ or anus of an animal, for the purpose of sexual gratification or arousal of
the person. Evidence of emission of semen is not required to prove sexual contact.

INDIANA
Ind. Code Ann. § 35-46-3-12
35-46-3-12. Torture or mutilation of a vertebrate animal; killing a domestic animal
Sec. 12. (a) This section does not apply to a person who Indiana Code 2015
euthanizes an injured, a sick, a homeless, or an unwanted domestic animal if:
(1) the person is employed by a humane society, an animal control agency, or a governmental entity
operating an animal shelter or other animal impounding facility; and
(2) the person euthanizes the domestic animal in accordance with guidelines adopted by the humane
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society, animal control agency, or governmental entity operating the animal shelter or other animal
impounding facility.
(b) A person who knowingly or intentionally beats a vertebrate animal commits cruelty to an animal, a
Class A misdemeanor. However, the offense is a Level 6 felony if:
(1) the person has a previous, unrelated conviction under this section; or
(2) the person committed the offense with the intent to threaten, intimidate, coerce, harass, or terrorize
a family or household member.
(c) A person who knowingly or intentionally tortures or mutilates a vertebrate animal commits torturing
or mutilating a vertebrate animal, a Level 6 felony.
(d) As used in this subsection, "domestic animal" means an animal that is not wild. The term is limited
to:
(1) cattle, calves, horses, mules, swine, sheep, goats, dogs, cats, poultry, ostriches, rhea, and emus;
and
(2) an animal of the bovine, equine, ovine, caprine, porcine, canine, feline, camelid, cervidae, or bison
species.
A person who knowingly or intentionally kills a domestic animal without the consent of the owner of the
domestic animal commits killing a domestic animal, a Level 6 felony.
(e) It is a defense to a prosecution under this section that the accused person:
(1) reasonably believes the conduct was necessary to:
(A) prevent injury to the accused person or another person; (B) protect the property of the accused
person from destruction or substantial damage; or
(C) prevent a seriously injured vertebrate animal from prolonged suffering; or
(2) engaged in a reasonable and recognized act of training,
handling, or disciplining the vertebrate animal.
(f) When a court imposes a sentence or enters a dispositional decree under this section, the court: (1)
shall consider requiring:
(A) a person convicted of an offense under this section; or (B) a child adjudicated a delinquent child for
committing an act that would be a crime under this section if committed by an adult; to receive
psychological, behavioral, or other counseling as a part of the sentence or dispositional decree; and
(2) may order an individual described in subdivision (1) to Indiana Code 2015 receive psychological,
behavioral, or other counseling as a part of the sentence or dispositional decree.

IOWA
Iowa Code Ann. §§ 717B.3A, 717C.1
717B.3A. Animal torture
1. A person is guilty of animal torture, regardless of whether the person is the owner of the animal, if the
person inflicts upon the animal severe physical pain with a depraved or sadistic intent to cause
prolonged suffering or death.
2. This section shall not apply to any of the following:
a. A person acting to carry out an order issued by a court.
b. A licensed veterinarian practicing veterinary medicine as provided in chapter 169.
c. A person carrying out a practice that is consistent with animal husbandry practices.
d. A person acting in order to carry out another provision of law which allows the conduct.
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e. A person taking, hunting, trapping, or fishing for a wild animal as provided in chapter 481A.
f. A person acting to protect the person's property from a wild animal as defined in section 481A.1.
g. A person acting to protect a person from injury or death caused by a wild animal as defined in
section 481A.1.
h. A person reasonably acting to protect the person's property from damage caused by an unconfined
animal.
i. A person reasonably acting to protect a person from injury or death caused by an unconfined animal.
j. A local authority reasonably acting to destroy an animal, if at the time of the destruction, the owner of
the animal is absent or unable to care for the animal, and the animal is permanently distressed by
disease or injury to a degree that would result in severe and prolonged suffering.
k. A research facility, as defined in section 162.2, provided that the research facility performs functions
within the scope of accepted practices and disciplines associated with the research facility.
3. a. The following shall apply to a person who commits animal torture:
(1) For the first conviction, the person is guilty of an aggravated misdemeanor. The sentencing order
shall provide that the person submit to psychological evaluation and treatment according to terms
required by the court. The costs of the evaluation and treatment shall be paid by the person. In addition,
the sentencing order shall provide that the person complete a community work requirement, which may
include a work requirement performed at an animal shelter or pound, as defined in section 162.2,
according to terms required by the court.
(2) For a second or subsequent conviction, the person is guilty of a class “D” felony. The sentencing
order shall provide that the person submit to psychological evaluation and treatment according to terms
required by the court. The costs of the psychological evaluation and treatment shall be paid by the
person.
b. The juvenile court shall have exclusive original jurisdiction in a proceeding concerning a child who is
alleged to have committed animal torture, in the manner provided in section 232.8. The juvenile court
shall not waive jurisdiction in a proceeding concerning an offense alleged to have been committed by a
child under the age of seventeen.
717C.1. Bestiality
1. For purposes of this section:
a. "Animal" means any nonhuman vertebrate, either dead or alive.
b. "Sex act" means any sexual contact between a person and an animal by penetration of the penis into
the vagina or anus, contact between the mouth and genitalia, or by contact between the genitalia of one
and the genitalia or anus of the other.
2. A person who performs a sex act with an animal is guilty of an aggravated misdemeanor.
3. Upon a conviction for a violation of this section, and in addition to any sentence authorized by law,
the court shall require the person to submit to a psychological evaluation and treatment at the person's
expense.

KANSAS
Kan. Stat. Ann. § 21-6412
21-6412. Cruelty to animals; injury to a domestic animal; custody of animal; disposition;
damages for killing, when; expenses of care assessed owner, when; duty of county or district
attorney
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(a) Cruelty to animals is:
(1) Knowingly and maliciously killing, injuring, maiming, torturing, burning or mutilating any animal;
(2) knowingly abandoning any animal in any place without making provisions for its proper care;
(3) having physical custody of any animal and knowingly failing to provide such food, potable water,
protection from the elements, opportunity for exercise and other care as is needed for the health or
well-being of such kind of animal;
(4) intentionally using a wire, pole, stick, rope or any other object to cause an equine to lose its balance
or fall, for the purpose of sport or entertainment;
(5) knowingly but not maliciously killing or injuring any animal; or
(6) knowingly and maliciously administering any poison to any domestic animal.
(b) Cruelty to animals as defined in:
(1) Subsection (a)(1) or (a)(6) is a nonperson felony. Upon conviction of subsection (a)(1) or (a)(6), a
person shall be sentenced to not less than 30 days or more than one year's imprisonment and be fined
not less than $500 nor more than $5,000. The person convicted shall not be eligible for release on
probation, suspension or reduction of sentence or parole until the person has served the minimum
mandatory sentence as provided herein. During the mandatory 30 days imprisonment, such offender
shall have a psychological evaluation prepared for the court to assist the court in determining conditions
of probation. Such conditions shall include, but not be limited to, the completion of an anger
management program; and
(2) subsection (a)(2), (a)(3), (a)(4) or (a)(5) is a:
(A) Class A nonperson misdemeanor, except as provided in subsection (b)(2)(B); and
(B) nonperson felony upon the second or subsequent conviction of cruelty to animals as defined in
subsection (a)(2), (a)(3), (a)(4) or (a)(5). Upon such conviction, a person shall be sentenced to not less
than five days or more than one year's imprisonment and be fined not less than $500 nor more than
$2,500. The person convicted shall not be eligible for release on probation, suspension or reduction of
sentence or parole until the person has served the minimum mandatory sentence as provided herein.
(c) The provisions of this section shall not apply to:
(1) Normal or accepted veterinary practices;
(2) bona fide experiments carried on by commonly recognized research facilities;
(3) killing, attempting to kill, trapping, catching or taking of any animal in accordance with the provisions
of chapter 32 or chapter 47 of the Kansas Statutes Annotated, and amendments thereto;
(4) rodeo practices accepted by the rodeo cowboys' association;
(5) the humane killing of an animal which is diseased or disabled beyond recovery for any useful
purpose, or the humane killing of animals for population control, by the owner thereof or the agent of
such owner residing outside of a city or the owner thereof within a city if no animal shelter, pound or
licensed veterinarian is within the city, or by a licensed veterinarian at the request of the owner thereof,
or by any officer or agent of an incorporated humane society, the operator of an animal shelter or
pound, a local or state health officer or a licensed veterinarian three business days following the receipt
of any such animal at such society, shelter or pound;
(6) with respect to farm animals, normal or accepted practices of animal husbandry, including the
normal and accepted practices for the slaughter of such animals for food or by-products and the careful
or thrifty management of one's herd or animals, including animal care practices common in the industry
or region;
(7) the killing of any animal by any person at any time which may be found outside of the owned or
rented property of the owner or custodian of such animal and which is found injuring or posing a threat
to any person, farm animal or property;
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(8) an animal control officer trained by a licensed veterinarian in the use of a tranquilizer gun, using
such gun with the appropriate dosage for the size of the animal, when such animal is vicious or could
not be captured after reasonable attempts using other methods;
(9) laying an equine down for medical or identification purposes;
(10) normal or accepted practices of pest control, as defined in subsection (x) of K.S.A. 2-2438a, and
amendments thereto; or
(11) accepted practices of animal husbandry pursuant to regulations promulgated by the United States
department of agriculture for domestic pet animals under the animal welfare act, public law 89-544, as
amended and in effect on July 1, 2006.
(d) The provisions of subsection (a)(6) shall not apply to any person exposing poison upon their
premises for the purpose of destroying wolves, coyotes or other predatory animals.
(e) Any public health officer, law enforcement officer, licensed veterinarian or officer or agent of any
incorporated humane society, animal shelter or other appropriate facility may take into custody any
animal, upon either private or public property, which clearly shows evidence of cruelty to animals. Such
officer, agent or veterinarian may inspect, care for or treat such animal or place such animal in the care
of a duly incorporated humane society or licensed veterinarian for treatment, boarding or other care or,
if an officer of such humane society or such veterinarian determines that the animal appears to be
diseased or disabled beyond recovery for any useful purpose, for humane killing. If the animal is placed
in the care of an animal shelter, the animal shelter shall notify the owner or custodian, if known or
reasonably ascertainable. If the owner or custodian is charged with a violation of this section, the board
of county commissioners in the county where the animal was taken into custody shall establish and
approve procedures whereby the animal shelter may petition the district court to be allowed to place the
animal for adoption or euthanize the animal at any time after 21 days after the owner or custodian is
notified or, if the owner or custodian is not known or reasonably ascertainable after 21 days after the
animal is taken into custody, unless the owner or custodian of the animal files a renewable cash or
performance bond with the county clerk of the county where the animal is being held, in an amount
equal to not less than the cost of care and treatment of the animal for 30 days. Upon receiving such
petition, the court shall determine whether the animal may be placed for adoption or euthanized. The
board of county commissioners in the county where the animal was taken into custody shall review the
cost of care and treatment being charged by the animal shelter maintaining the animal.
(f) The owner or custodian of an animal placed for adoption or killed pursuant to subsection (e) shall not
be entitled to recover damages for the placement or killing of such animal unless the owner proves that
such placement or killing was unwarranted.
(g) Expenses incurred for the care, treatment or boarding of any animal, taken into custody pursuant to
subsection (e), pending prosecution of the owner or custodian of such animal for the crime of cruelty to
animals, shall be assessed to the owner or custodian as a cost of the case if the owner or custodian is
adjudicated guilty of such crime
(h) If a person is adjudicated guilty of the crime of cruelty to animals, and the court having jurisdiction is
satisfied that an animal owned or possessed by such person would be in the future subjected to such
crime, such animal shall not be returned to or remain with such person. Such animal may be turned
over to a duly incorporated humane society or licensed veterinarian for sale or other disposition.
(i) As used in this section:
(1) “Equine” means a horse, pony, mule, jenny, donkey or hinny; and
(2) “maliciously” means a state of mind characterized by actual evil-mindedness or specific intent to do
a harmful act without a reasonable justification or excuse.
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LOUISIANA
La. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 14:102.1
§ 102.1. Cruelty to animals; simple and aggravated
A. (1) Any person who intentionally or with criminal negligence commits any of the following shall be
guilty of simple cruelty to animals:
(a) Overdrives, overloads, drives when overloaded, or overworks a living animal.
(b) Torments, cruelly beats, or unjustifiably injures any living animal, whether belonging to himself or
another.
(c) Having charge, custody, or possession of any animal, either as owner or otherwise, unjustifiably fails
to provide it with proper food, proper drink, proper shelter, or proper veterinary care.
(d) Abandons any animal. A person shall not be considered to have abandoned an animal if he delivers
to an animal control center an animal which he found running at large.
(e) Impounds or confines or causes to be impounded or confined in a pound or other place, a living
animal and fails to supply it during such confinement with proper food, proper drink, and proper shelter.
(f) Carries, or causes to be carried, a living animal in or upon a vehicle or otherwise, in a cruel or
inhumane manner.
(g) Unjustifiably administers any poisonous or noxious drug or substance to any domestic animal or
unjustifiably exposes any such drug or substance, with intent that the same shall be taken or swallowed
by any domestic animal.
(h) Injures any animal belonging to another person.
(i) Mistreats any living animal by any act or omission whereby unnecessary or unjustifiable physical
pain, suffering or death is caused to or permitted upon the animal.
(j) Causes or procures to be done by any person any act enumerated in this Subsection.
(2)(a) Whoever commits the crime of simple cruelty to animals shall be fined not more than one
thousand dollars, or imprisoned for not more than six months, or both.
(b) Whoever commits a second or subsequent offense of simple cruelty to animals shall be fined not
less than five thousand dollars nor more than twenty-five thousand dollars or imprisoned, with or
without hard labor, for not less than one year nor more than ten years, or both. In addition, the court
shall issue an order prohibiting the defendant from owning or keeping animals for a period of time
deemed appropriate by the court.
(c) In addition to any other penalty imposed, a person who commits the crime of cruelty to animals shall
be ordered to perform five eight-hour days of court-approved community service. The community
service requirement shall not be suspended.
(d) In addition to any other penalty imposed, the court may order a psychological evaluation or anger
management treatment for a first conviction of the crime of simple cruelty to animals. For a second or
subsequent offense of the crime of simple cruelty to an animal, the court shall order a psychological
evaluation or anger management treatment. Any costs associated with any evaluation or treatment
ordered by the court shall be borne by the defendant.
(3) For purposes of this Subsection, if more than one animal is subject to an act of cruel treatment by
an offender, each act shall constitute a separate offense.
B. (1) Any person who intentionally or with criminal negligence tortures, maims, or mutilates any living
animal, whether belonging to himself or another, shall be guilty of aggravated cruelty to animals.
(2) Any person who tampers with livestock at a public livestock exhibition or at a private sale shall also
be guilty of aggravated cruelty to animals.
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(3) Any person who causes or procures to be done by any person any act designated in this Subsection
shall also be guilty of aggravated cruelty to animals.
(4) Any person who intentionally or with criminal negligence mistreats any living animal whether
belonging to himself or another by any act or omission which causes or permits unnecessary or
unjustifiable physical pain, suffering, or death to the animal shall also be guilty of aggravated cruelty to
animals.
(5) In addition to any other penalty imposed for a violation of this Subsection, the offender shall be
ordered to undergo a psychological evaluation and subsequently recommended psychological
treatment and shall be banned by court order from owning or keeping animals for a period of time
deemed appropriate by the court. Any costs associated with any evaluation or treatment ordered by the
court shall be borne by the defendant.
(6) Whoever commits the crime of aggravated cruelty to animals shall be fined not less than five
thousand dollars nor more than twenty-five thousand dollars or imprisoned, with or without hard labor,
for not less than one year nor more than ten years, or both.
(7) For purposes of this Subsection, where more than one animal is tortured, maimed, mutilated, or
maliciously killed or where more than one head of livestock is tampered with, each act comprises a
separate offense.
C. This Section shall not apply to any of the following:
(1) The lawful hunting or trapping of wildlife as provided by law.
(2) Herding of domestic animals.
(3) Accepted veterinary practices.
(4) Activities carried on for scientific or medical research governed by accepted standards.
(5) Traditional rural Mardi Gras parades, processions, or runs involving chickens.
(6) Nothing in this Section shall prohibit the standard transportation and agricultural processing of
agriculture products as defined in R.S. 3:3602(5) and (6).
D. Repealed by Acts 2007, No. 425, § 2, eff. Aug. 15, 2008.

MAINE
Me. Rev. Stat. tit. 17, § 1031 (criminal); Me. Rev. Stat. tit. 7, § 4016 (civil)
§ 1031. Cruelty to animals
1. Cruelty to animals. Except as provided in subsections 1-D and 1-E, a person, including an owner or
the owner's agent, is guilty of cruelty to animals if that person intentionally, knowingly or recklessly:
A. Kills or attempts to kill any animal belonging to another person without the consent of the owner or
without legal privilege. Violation of this paragraph is a Class D crime;
A-1. Violates paragraph A and, at the time of the offense, has 2 or more prior convictions for violations
of this section, section 1032 or essentially similar crimes in other jurisdictions. Violation of this
paragraph is a Class C crime;
B. Except for a licensed veterinarian or a person certified under section 1042, kills or attempts to kill an
animal by a method that does not cause instantaneous death. Violation of this paragraph is a Class D
crime;
B-1. Violates paragraph B and, at the time of the offense, has 2 or more prior convictions for violations
of this section, section 1032 or essentially similar crimes in other jurisdictions. Violation of this
paragraph is a Class C crime;
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C. If that person is a licensed veterinarian or a person certified under section 1042, kills or attempts to
kill an animal by a method that does not conform to standards adopted by a national association of
licensed veterinarians. Violation of this paragraph is a Class D crime;
C-1. Violates paragraph C and, at the time of the offense, has 2 or more prior convictions for violations
of this section, section 1032 or essentially similar crimes in other jurisdictions. Violation of this
paragraph is a Class C crime;
D. Injures, overworks, tortures, torments, abandons or cruelly beats or intentionally mutilates an animal;
gives drugs to an animal with an intent to harm the animal; gives poison or alcohol to an animal; or
exposes a poison with intent that it be taken by an animal. The owner or occupant of property is
privileged to use reasonable force to eject a trespassing animal. Violation of this paragraph is a Class D
crime;
D-1. Violates paragraph D and, at the time of the offense, has 2 or more prior convictions for violations
of this section, section 1032 or essentially similar crimes in other jurisdictions. Violation of this
paragraph is a Class C crime;
D-2. Abandons an animal in violation of paragraph D and that animal dies as a result. Violation of this
paragraph is a Class C crime;
E. Deprives an animal that the person owns or possesses of necessary sustenance, necessary medical
attention, proper shelter, protection from the weather or humanely clean conditions. Violation of this
paragraph is a Class D crime;
E-1. Violates paragraph E and, at the time of the offense, has 2 or more prior convictions for violations
of this section, section 1032 or essentially similar crimes in other jurisdictions. Violation of this
paragraph is a Class C crime;
F. Keeps or leaves a domestic animal on an uninhabited or barren island lying off the coast of the State
during the month of December, January, February or March without providing necessary sustenance
and proper shelter. Violation of this paragraph is a Class D crime;
F-1. Violates paragraph F and, at the time of the offense, has 2 or more prior convictions for violations
of this section, section 1032 or essentially similar crimes in other jurisdictions. Violation of this
paragraph is a Class C crime;
G. Hunts, traps or sells for the purpose of hunting any animal, except as permitted pursuant to Title 7,
chapter 202-A[FN1] and Title 12, Part 13[FN2], and excluding humane trapping of animals for
population control efforts or animal control under Title 7, Part 9. Violation of this paragraph is a Class D
crime;
G-1. Violates paragraph G and, at the time of the offense, has 2 or more prior convictions for violations
of this section, section 1032 or essentially similar crimes in other jurisdictions. Violation of this
paragraph is a Class C crime;
H. Injects, inserts or causes ingestion of any substance used solely to enhance the performance of an
animal by altering the animal's metabolism to that animal's detriment, including but not limited to
excessive levels of sodium bicarbonate in equines used for competition. Violation of this paragraph is a
Class D crime;
H-1. Violates paragraph H and, at the time of the offense, has 2 or more prior convictions for violations
of this section, section 1032 or essentially similar crimes in other jurisdictions. Violation of this
paragraph is a Class C crime;
I. Commits bestiality on an animal. For purposes of this paragraph, “commits bestiality” means that a
person:
(1) Engages in a sexual act with an animal for the purpose of that person's sexual gratification;
(2) Coerces anyone to engage in a sexual act with an animal;
(3) Engages in a sexual act with an animal in the presence of a minor;
(4) Uses any part of the person's body or an object to sexually stimulate an animal;
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(5) Videotapes a person engaging in a sexual act with an animal; or
(6) For the purpose of that person's sexual gratification, kills or physically abuses an animal.
For purposes of this paragraph, “sexual act” means any act between a person and an animal involving
direct physical contact between the genitals of one and the mouth or anus of the other, or direct
physical contact between the genitals of one and the genitals of the other. A sexual act may be proved
without allegation or proof of penetration.
This paragraph may not be construed to prohibit normal and accepted practices of animal husbandry.
Violation of this paragraph is a Class D crime;
I-1. Violates paragraph I and, at the time of the offense, has 2 or more prior convictions for violations of
this section, section 1032 or essentially similar crimes in other jurisdictions. Violation of this paragraph
is a Class C crime;
J. Kills or tortures an animal to frighten or intimidate a person or forces a person to injure or kill an
animal. Violation of this paragraph is a Class D crime;
J-1. Violates paragraph J and, at the time of the offense, has 2 or more prior convictions for violations
of this section, section 1032 or essentially similar crimes in other jurisdictions. Violation of this
paragraph is a Class C crime; or
K. Confines an animal in a building, enclosure, car, boat, vehicle or vessel of any kind when extreme
heat or extreme cold will be harmful to its health. Violation of this paragraph is a Class D crime.
1-A. Repealed. Laws 2003, c. 452, § I-14, eff. July 1, 2004.
1-B. Aggravated cruelty to animals. A person is guilty of aggravated cruelty to animals if that person, in
a manner manifesting a depraved indifference to animal life or suffering, intentionally, knowingly or
recklessly:
A. Causes extreme physical pain to an animal;
B. Causes the death of an animal; or
C. Physically tortures an animal.
Violation of this subsection is a Class C crime. Notwithstanding Title 17-A, section 1301, the court shall
impose a fine of not less than $1,000 and not more than $10,000 for a first or subsequent violation of
this subsection. The sentencing provisions in subsection 3-B also apply to a person convicted of
aggravated cruelty to animals.
1-C. Cat or dog; exceptions. Except as provided in subsections 1-D and 1-E, a person is guilty of
cruelty to animals if that person intentionally, knowingly or recklessly:
A. Kills or attempts to kill a cat or dog. Violation of this paragraph is a Class D crime; or
B. Violates paragraph A and, at the time of the offense, has 2 or more convictions for violations of this
section, section 1032 or essentially similar crimes in other jurisdictions. Violation of this paragraph is a
Class C crime.
1-D. Licensed veterinarian. A licensed veterinarian or a person certified under section 1042 may kill a
cat or dog according to the methods of euthanasia under subchapter 4. [FN3]
1-E. Owner or owner's agent. A person who owns a cat or dog, or the owner's agent, may kill that
owner's cat or dog by shooting it with a firearm if the following conditions are met:
A. The shooting is performed by a person 18 years of age or older using a weapon and ammunition of
suitable caliber and other characteristics to produce instantaneous death by a single shot;
B. Death is instantaneous;
C. Maximum precaution is taken to protect the general public, employees and other animals; and
D. Any restraint of the cat or dog during the shooting does not cause undue suffering.
2. Affirmative defense. It is an affirmative defense to prosecution under this section that:
A. The defendant's conduct conformed to accepted veterinary practice or was a part of scientific
research governed by accepted standards;
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B. The defendant's conduct or that of the defendant's agent was designed to control or eliminate
rodents, ants or other common pests on the defendant's own property;
C. The defendant's conduct involved the use of live animals as bait or in the training of other animals in
accordance with the laws of the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife, Title 12, Part 13; or
D. The animal is kept as part of an agricultural operation and in compliance with best management
practices for animal husbandry as determined by the Department of Agriculture, Food and Rural
Resources.
Evidence of proper care of any animal is not admissible in the defense of alleged cruelty to other
animals.
3. Repealed. Laws 2003, c. 452, § I-18, eff. July 1, 2004.
3-A. Repealed. Laws 2003, c. 452, § I-19, eff. July 1, 2004.
3-B. Penalties. The following apply to violations of this section.
A. In addition to any other penalty authorized by law, the court shall impose a fine of not less than $500
for each violation of this section. The court may order the defendant to pay the costs of the care,
housing and veterinary medical treatment for the animal including the costs of relocating the animal.
B. The court, as part of the sentence for a violation of this section, may prohibit the defendant from
owning, possessing or having on the defendant's premises an animal or animals as determined by the
court for a period of time, up to and including permanent relinquishment, as determined by the court. A
person placed on probation for a violation of this section with a condition that prohibits owning,
possessing or having an animal or animals on the probationer's premises is subject to revocation of
probation and removal of the animal or animals at the probationer's expense if this condition is violated.
The court as part of the sentence may order, as a condition of probation, that the defendant be
evaluated to determine the need for psychiatric or psychological counseling and, if it is determined
appropriate by the court, to receive psychiatric or psychological counseling at the defendant's expense.
C. Title 17-A, section 9-A governs the use of prior convictions when determining a sentence.
4. Criminal or civil prosecution. A person may be arrested or detained for the crime of cruelty to animals
in accordance with the rules of criminal procedure. A person may not be arrested or detained for the
civil violation of cruelty to animals. The attorney for the State shall elect to charge a defendant with the
crime of cruelty to animals under this section or the civil violation of cruelty to animals under Title 7,
section 4011. In making this election, the attorney for the State shall consider the severity of the cruelty
displayed, the number of animals involved, any prior convictions or adjudications of animal cruelty
entered against the defendant and such other factors as may be relevant to a determination of whether
criminal or civil sanctions will best accomplish the goals of the animal welfare laws in the particular case
before the attorney for the State. The election and determination required by this subsection are not
subject to judicial review. The factors involved in such election and determination are not elements of
the criminal offense or civil violation of animal cruelty and are not subject to proof or disproof as
prerequisites or conditions for conviction under this subsection or adjudication under Title 7, section
4011.
5. Exception. This section may not be construed to prohibit the shooting of wild game in its wild state.
This section may not be construed to prohibit the disposal of farm animals using an acceptable animal
husbandry practice.
§ 4016. Violation
1. Penalty. A person who violates this chapter commits a civil violation.
A. The court shall adjudge a civil fine of not less than $500 nor more than $2,500 for the first violation,
none of which may be suspended, and a civil fine of not less than $1,000 nor more than $5,000 for a
2nd or subsequent violation of section 4011, none of which may be suspended.
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B. The court may order a person adjudicated as having violated the laws against cruelty to animals to
pay the costs of the care, housing and veterinary medical treatment for the animal.
C. The court, as part of the judgment, may prohibit a person adjudicated as having violated the laws
against cruelty to animals from owning, possessing or having on the defendant's premises an animal
for a period of time up to and including permanent relinquishment.
D. The court, as part of the judgment, may order that the defendant submit to and complete a
psychological evaluation for in camera review by the court.
2. Criminal or civil prosecution. A person may be arrested or detained for the crime of cruelty to animals
under Title 17, chapter 42, subchapter III in accordance with the rules of criminal procedure. A person
may not be arrested or detained for the civil violation of cruelty to animals. The attorney for the State
may elect to charge a defendant with either the crime of cruelty to animals under Title 17, chapter 42,
subchapter III or the civil violation of cruelty to animals under this chapter. In making this election, the
attorney for the State shall consider the severity of the cruelty displayed, the number of animals
involved, any prior convictions or adjudications of animal cruelty entered against the defendant and
such other factors as may be relevant to a determination of whether criminal or civil sanctions will best
accomplish the goals of the animal welfare laws in the particular case before the attorney for the State.
The election and determination required by this subsection are not subject to judicial review. The
factors involved in the election and determination are not elements of the criminal offense or civil
violation of animal cruelty and are not subject to proof or disproof as prerequisites or conditions for
conviction under Title 17, chapter 42, subchapter III or adjudication under this chapter.
3. Affirmative defenses. It is an affirmative defense to alleged violations of this chapter that the animal
was kept as part of an agricultural operation and in compliance with best management practices for
animal husbandry as determined by the department.

MARYLAND
Md. Code Ann., Crim. Law §§ 10-604, 10-606
§ 10-604. Abuse or neglect of animal
Prohibited
(a) A person may not:
(1) overdrive or overload an animal;
(2) deprive an animal of necessary sustenance;
(3) inflict unnecessary suffering or pain on an animal;
(4) cause, procure, or authorize an act prohibited under item (1), (2), or (3) of this subsection; or
(5) if the person has charge or custody of an animal, as owner or otherwise, unnecessarily fail to
provide the animal with nutritious food in sufficient quantity, necessary veterinary care, proper drink, air,
space, shelter, or protection from the weather.
Penalty
(b)(1) A person who violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor and on conviction is subject to
imprisonment not exceeding 90 days or a fine not exceeding $1,000 or both.
(2) As a condition of sentencing, the court may order a defendant convicted of violating this section to
participate in and pay for psychological counseling.
(3) As a condition of probation, the court may prohibit a defendant from owning, possessing, or residing
with an animal.
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§ 10-606. Aggravated cruelty to animals--In general
Prohibited
(a) A person may not:
(1) intentionally mutilate, torture, cruelly beat, or cruelly kill an animal;
(2) cause, procure, or authorize an act prohibited under item (1) of this subsection; or
(3) except in the case of self-defense, intentionally inflict bodily harm, permanent disability, or death on
an animal owned or used by a law enforcement unit.
Penalty
(b)(1) A person who violates this section is guilty of the felony of aggravated cruelty to animals and on
conviction is subject to imprisonment not exceeding 3 years or a fine not exceeding $5,000 or both.
(2) As a condition of sentencing, the court may order a defendant convicted of violating this section to
participate in and pay for psychological counseling.
(3) As a condition of probation, the court may prohibit a defendant from owning, possessing, or residing
with an animal.

MICHIGAN
Mich. Compiled Laws Ann. §§ 750.50, 750.50b
750.50 Definitions; charge or custody of animal; prohibited conduct; forfeiture of animal;
violation as misdemeanor or felony; penalty; psychiatric or psychological counseling; other
violation of law arising out of same transaction; consecutive terms; order to pay costs; order
prohibiting owning or possessing animal for certain period of time; violation of subsection (9);
revocation of probation; certain conduct not prohibited by section.
Sec. 50. (1) As used in this section and section 50b: [FN1]
(a) "Adequate care" means the provision of sufficient food, water, shelter, sanitary conditions, exercise,
and veterinary medical attention in order to maintain an animal in a state of good health.
(b) "Animal" means any vertebrate other than a human being.
(c) "Animal protection shelter" means a facility operated by a person, humane society, society for the
prevention of cruelty to animals, or any other nonprofit organization, for the care of homeless animals.
(d) "Animal control shelter" means a facility operated by a county, city, village, or township to impound
and care for animals found in streets or otherwise at large contrary to any ordinance of the county, city,
village, or township or state law.
(e) "Licensed veterinarian" means a person licensed to practice veterinary medicine under article 15 of
the public health code, 1978 PA 368, MCL 333.16101 to 333.18838.
(f) "Livestock" means that term as defined in the animal industry act of 1987, 1988 PA 466, MCL
287.701 to 287.747.
(g) "Person" means an individual, partnership, limited liability company, corporation, association,
governmental entity, or other legal entity.
(h) "Neglect" means to fail to sufficiently and properly care for an animal to the extent that the animal's
health is jeopardized.
(i) "Sanitary conditions" means space free from health hazards including excessive animal waste,
overcrowding of animals, or other conditions that endanger the animal's health. This definition does not
include any condition resulting from a customary and reasonable practice pursuant to farming or animal
husbandry.
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(j) "Shelter" means adequate protection from the elements and weather conditions suitable for the age,
species, and physical condition of the animal so as to maintain the animal in a state of good health.
Shelter, for livestock, includes structures or natural features such as trees or topography. Shelter, for a
dog, includes 1 or more of the following:
(i) The residence of the dog's owner or other individual.
(ii) A doghouse that is an enclosed structure with a roof and of appropriate dimensions for the breed
and size of the dog. The doghouse shall have dry bedding when the outdoor temperature is or is
predicted to drop below freezing.
(iii) A structure, including a garage, barn, or shed, that is sufficiently insulated and ventilated to protect
the dog from exposure to extreme temperatures or, if not sufficiently insulated and ventilated, contains
a doghouse as provided under subparagraph (ii) that is accessible to the dog.
(k) "State of good health" means freedom from disease and illness, and in a condition of proper body
weight and temperature for the age and species of the animal, unless the animal is undergoing
appropriate treatment.
(l) "Tethering" means the restraint and confinement of a dog by use of a chain, rope, or similar device.
(m) "Water" means potable water that is suitable for the age and species of animal that is made
regularly available unless otherwise directed by a licensed veterinarian.
(2) An owner, possessor, or person having the charge or custody of an animal shall not do any of the
following:
(a) Fail to provide an animal with adequate care.
(b) Cruelly drive, work, or beat an animal, or cause an animal to be cruelly driven, worked, or beaten.
(c) Carry or cause to be carried in or upon a vehicle or otherwise any live animal having the feet or legs
tied together, other than an animal being transported for medical care, or a horse whose feet are
hobbled to protect the horse during transport or in any other cruel and inhumane manner.
(d) Carry or cause to be carried a live animal in or upon a vehicle or otherwise without providing a
secure space, rack, car, crate, or cage, in which livestock may stand, and in which all other animals
may stand, turn around, and lie down during transportation, or while awaiting slaughter. As used in this
subdivision, for purposes of transportation of sled dogs, "stand" means sufficient vertical distance to
allow the animal to stand without its shoulders touching the top of the crate or transportation vehicle.
(e) Abandon an animal or cause an animal to be abandoned, in any place, without making provisions
for the animal's adequate care, unless premises are vacated for the protection of human life or the
prevention of injury to a human. An animal that is lost by an owner or custodian while traveling, walking,
hiking, or hunting is not abandoned under this section when the owner or custodian has made a
reasonable effort to locate the animal.
(f) Negligently allow any animal, including one who is aged, diseased, maimed, hopelessly sick,
disabled, or nonambulatory to suffer unnecessary neglect, torture, or pain.
(g) Tether a dog unless the tether is at least 3 times the length of the dog as measured from the tip of
its nose to the base of its tail and is attached to a harness or nonchoke collar designed for tethering.
(3) If an animal is impounded and is being held by an animal control shelter or its designee or an animal
protection shelter or its designee or a licensed veterinarian pending the outcome of a criminal action
charging a violation of this section or section 50b, before final disposition of the criminal charge, the
prosecuting attorney may file a civil action in the court that has jurisdiction of the criminal action,
requesting that the court issue an order forfeiting the animal to the animal control shelter or animal
protection shelter or to a licensed veterinarian before final disposition of the criminal charge. The
prosecuting attorney shall serve a true copy of the summons and complaint upon the defendant and
upon a person with a known ownership interest or known security interest in the animal or a person
who has filed a lien with the secretary of state in an animal involved in the pending action. The forfeiture
of an animal under this section encumbered by a security interest is subject to the interest of the holder
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of the security interest who did not have prior knowledge of, or consent to the commission of the crime.
Upon the filing of the civil action, the court shall set a hearing on the complaint. The hearing shall be
conducted within 14 days of the filing of the civil action, or as soon as practicable. The hearing shall be
before a judge without a jury. At the hearing, the prosecuting attorney has the burden of establishing by
a preponderance of the evidence that a violation of this section or section 50b occurred. If the court
finds that the prosecuting attorney has met this burden, the court shall order immediate forfeiture of the
animal to the animal control shelter or animal protection shelter or the licensed veterinarian unless the
defendant, within 72 hours of the hearing, submits to the court clerk cash or other form of security in an
amount determined by the court to be sufficient to repay all reasonable costs incurred, and anticipated
to be incurred, by the animal control shelter or animal protection shelter or the licensed veterinarian in
caring for the animal from the date of initial impoundment to the date of trial. If cash or other security
has been submitted, and the trial in the action is continued at a later date, any order of continuance
shall require the defendant to submit additional cash or security in an amount determined by the court
to be sufficient to repay all additional reasonable costs anticipated to be incurred by the animal control
shelter or animal protection shelter or the licensed veterinarian in caring for the animal until the new
date of trial. If the defendant submits cash or other security to the court under this subsection the court
may enter an order authorizing the use of that money or other security before final disposition of the
criminal charges to pay the reasonable costs incurred by the animal control shelter or animal protection
shelter or the licensed veterinarian in caring for the animal from the date of impoundment to the date of
final disposition of the criminal charges. The testimony of a person at a hearing held under this
subsection is not admissible against him or her in any criminal proceeding except in a criminal
prosecution for perjury. The testimony of a person at a hearing held under this subsection does not
waive the person's constitutional right against self-incrimination. An animal seized under this section or
section 50b is not subject to any other civil action pending the final judgment of the forfeiture action
under this subsection.
(4) A person who violates subsection (2) is guilty of a crime as follows:
(a) Except as otherwise provided in subdivisions (c) and (d), if the violation involved 1 animal, the
person is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by 1 or more of the following and may be ordered to pay
the costs of prosecution:
(i) Imprisonment for not more than 93 days.
(ii) A fine of not more than $1,000.00.
(iii) Community service for not more than 200 hours.
(b) Except as otherwise provided in subdivisions (c) and (d), if the violation involved 2 or 3 animals or
the death of any animal, the person is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by 1 or more of the following
and may be ordered to pay the costs of prosecution:
(i) Imprisonment for not more than 1 year.
(ii) A fine of not more than $2,000.00.
(iii) Community service for not more than 300 hours.
(c) If the violation involved 4 or more animals but fewer than 10 animals or the person had 1 prior
conviction under subsection (2), the person is guilty of a felony punishable by 1 or more of the following
and may be ordered to pay the costs of prosecution:
(i) Imprisonment for not more than 2 years.
(ii) A fine of not more than $2,000.00.
(iii) Community service for not more than 300 hours.
(d) If the violation involved 10 or more animals or the person had 2 or more prior convictions for
violating subsection (2), the person is guilty of a felony punishable by 1 or more of the following and
may be ordered to pay the costs of prosecution:
(i) Imprisonment for not more than 4 years.

STATE ANIMAL CRUELTY LAWS:
Statutes that Provide for Court-Ordered Programs
for Animal Cruelty Offenses
(ii) A fine of not more than $5,000.00.
(iii) Community service for not more than 500 hours.
(5) The court may order a person convicted of violating subsection (2) to be evaluated to determine the
need for psychiatric or psychological counseling and, if determined appropriate by the court, to receive
psychiatric or psychological counseling. The evaluation and counseling shall be at the defendant's own
expense.
(6) This section does not prohibit a person from being charged with, convicted of, or punished for any
other violation of law arising out of the same transaction as the violation of this section.
(7) The court may order a term of imprisonment imposed for a violation of this section to be served
consecutively to a term of imprisonment imposed for any other crime including any other violation of law
arising out of the same transaction as the violation of this section.
(8) As a part of the sentence for a violation of subsection (2), the court may order the defendant to pay
the costs of the care, housing, and veterinary medical care for the animal, as applicable. If the court
does not order a defendant to pay all of the applicable costs listed in this subsection, or orders only
partial payment of these costs, the court shall state on the record the reason for that action.
(9) As a part of the sentence for a violation of subsection (2), the court may, as a condition of probation,
order the defendant not to own or possess an animal for a period of time not to exceed the period of
probation. If a person is convicted of a second or subsequent violation of subsection (2), the court may
order the defendant not to own or possess an animal for any period of time , including permanent
relinquishment of animal ownership.
(10) A person who owns or possesses an animal in violation of an order issued under subsection (9) is
subject to revocation of probation if the order is issued as a condition of probation. A person who owns
or possesses an animal in violation of an order issued under subsection (9) is also subject to the civil
and criminal contempt power of the court, and if found guilty of criminal contempt, may be punished by
imprisonment for not more than 90 days, or by a fine of not more than $500.00, or both.
(11) This section does not prohibit the lawful killing or other use of an animal, including the following:
(a) Fishing.
(b) Hunting, trapping, or wildlife control regulated under the natural resources and environmental
protection act, 1994 PA 451, MCL 324.101 to 324.90106.
(c) Horse racing.
(d) The operation of a zoological park or aquarium.
(e) Pest or rodent control regulated under part 83 of the natural resources and environmental protection
act, 1994 PA 451, MCL 324.8301 to 324. 8336.
(f) Farming or a generally accepted animal husbandry or farming practice involving livestock.
(g) Activities authorized under rules promulgated under section 9 of the executive organization act of
1965, 1965 PA 380, MCL 16.109.
(h) Scientific research under 1969 PA 224, MCL 287.381 to 287.395.
(i) Scientific research under sections 2226, 2671, 2676, and 7333 of the public health code, 1978 PA
368, MCL 333.2226, 333.2671, 333.2676, and 333.7333.
(12) This section does not apply to a veterinarian or a veterinary technician lawfully engaging in the
practice of veterinary medicine under part 188 of the public health code, 1978 PA 368, MCL 333.18801
to 333.18838.
750.50b Animal defined; prohibited acts; violation; penalty; exceptions.
Sec. 50b. (1) As used in this section, “animal” means any vertebrate other than a human being.
(2) Except as otherwise provided in this section, a person shall not do any of the following without just
cause:
(a) Knowingly kill, torture, mutilate, maim, or disfigure an animal.
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(b) Commit a reckless act knowing or having reason to know that the act will cause an animal to be
killed, tortured, mutilated, maimed, or disfigured.
(c) Knowingly administer poison to an animal, or knowingly expose an animal to any poisonous
substance, with the intent that the substance be taken or swallowed by the animal.
(3) A person who violates subsection (2) is guilty of a felony punishable by 1 or more of the following:
(a) Imprisonment for not more than 4 years.
(b) A fine of not more than $5,000.00 for a single animal and $2,500.00 for each additional animal
involved in the violation, but not to exceed a total of $20,000.00.
(c) Community service for not more than 500 hours.
(4) As a part of the sentence for a violation of subsection (2), the court may order the defendant to pay
the costs of the prosecution and the costs of the care, housing, and veterinary medical care for the
impacted animal victim, as applicable. If the court does not order a defendant to pay all of the
applicable costs listed in this subsection, or orders only partial payment of these costs, the court shall
state on the record the reasons for that action.
(5) If a term of probation is ordered for a violation of subsection (2), the court may include as a
condition of that probation that the defendant be evaluated to determine the need for psychiatric or
psychological counseling and, if determined appropriate by the court, to receive psychiatric or
psychological counseling at his or her own expense.
(6) As a part of the sentence for a violation of subsection (2), the court may order the defendant not to
own or possess an animal for any period of time determined by the court, which may include permanent
relinquishment.
(7) A person who owns or possesses an animal in violation of an order issued under subsection (6) is
subject to revocation of probation if the order is issued as a condition of probation. A person who owns
or possesses an animal in violation of an order issued under subsection (6) is also subject to the civil
and criminal contempt power of the court and, if found guilty of criminal contempt, may be punished by
imprisonment for not more than 90 days or a fine of not more than $500.00, or both.
(8) This section does not prohibit the lawful killing of livestock or a customary animal husbandry or
farming practice involving livestock. As used in this subsection, “livestock” means that term as defined
in section 5 of the animal industry act, 1988 PA 466, MCL 287.705.
(9) This section does not prohibit the lawful killing of an animal pursuant to any of the following:
(a) Fishing.
(b) Hunting, trapping, or wildlife control regulated under the natural resources and environmental
protection act, 1994 PA 451, MCL 324.101 to 324.90106, and orders issued under that act.
(c) Pest or rodent control regulated under part 83 of the natural resources and environmental protection
act, 1994 PA 451, MCL 324.8301 to 324.8336.
(d) Activities authorized under rules promulgated under section 9 of the executive organization act of
1965, 1965 PA 380, MCL 16.109.
(e) Section 19 of the dog law of 1919, 1919 PA 339, MCL 287.279.
(10) This section does not prohibit the lawful killing or use of an animal for scientific research under any
of the following or a rule promulgated under any of the following:
(a) 1969 PA 224, MCL 287.381 to 287.395.
(b) Sections 2226, 2671, 2676, 7109, and 7333 of the public health code, 1978 PA 368, MCL 333.2226,
333.2671, 333.2676, 333.7109, and 333.7333.
(11) This section does not apply to a veterinarian or a veterinary technician lawfully engaging in the
practice of veterinary medicine under part 188 of the public health code, 1978 PA 368, MCL 333.18801
to 333.18838.
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MINNESOTA
Minn. Stat. Ann. § 343.21
343.21 OVERWORKING OR MISTREATING ANIMALS; PENALTY.
Subdivision 1.Torture. No person shall overdrive, overload, torture, cruelly beat, neglect, or unjustifiably
injure, maim, mutilate, or kill any animal, or cruelly work any animal when it is unfit for labor, whether it
belongs to that person or to another person.
Subd. 2.Nourishment; shelter. No person shall deprive any animal over which the person has charge or
control of necessary food, water, or shelter.
Subd. 3.Enclosure. No person shall keep any cow or other animal in any enclosure without providing
wholesome exercise and change of air.
Subd. 4.Low feed. No person shall feed any cow on food which produces impure or unwholesome milk.
Subd. 5.Abandonment. No person shall abandon any animal.
Subd. 6.Temporary abandonment. No person shall allow any maimed, sick, infirm, or disabled animal to
lie in any street, road, or other public place for more than three hours after receiving notice of the
animal's condition.
Subd. 7.Cruelty. No person shall willfully instigate or in any way further any act of cruelty to any animal
or animals, or any act tending to produce cruelty to animals.
Subd. 8.Caging. No person shall cage any animal for public display purposes unless the display cage is
constructed of solid material on three sides to protect the caged animal from the elements and unless
the horizontal dimension of each side of the cage is at least four times the length of the caged animal.
The provisions of this subdivision do not apply to the Minnesota State Agricultural Society, the
Minnesota State Fair, or to the county agricultural societies, county fairs, to any agricultural display of
caged animals by any political subdivision of the state of Minnesota, or to district, regional or national
educational livestock or poultry exhibitions. The provisions of this subdivision do not apply to captive
wildlife, the exhibition of which is regulated by section 97A.041.
Subd. 8a.Harming a service animal. No person shall intentionally and without justification do either of
the following to a service animal while it is providing service or while it is in the custody of the person it
serves: (1) cause bodily harm to the animal; or (2) otherwise render the animal unable to perform its
duties.
Subd. 9.Penalty. (a) Except as otherwise provided in this subdivision, a person who fails to comply with
any provision of this section is guilty of a misdemeanor. A person convicted of a second or subsequent
violation of subdivision 1 or 7 within five years of a previous violation of subdivision 1 or 7 is guilty of a
gross misdemeanor.
(b) A person who intentionally violates subdivision 1 or 7 where the violation results in substantial bodily
harm to a pet or companion animal may be sentenced to imprisonment for not more than one year or to
payment of a fine of not more than $3,000, or both.
(c) A person convicted of violating paragraph (b) within five years of a previous gross misdemeanor or
felony conviction for violating this section may be sentenced to imprisonment for not more than two
years or to payment of a fine of not more than $5,000, or both.
(d) A person who intentionally violates subdivision 1 or 7 where the violation results in death or great
bodily harm to a pet or companion animal may be sentenced to imprisonment for not more than two
years or to payment of a fine of not more than $5,000, or both.
(e) A person who violates subdivision 8a where the violation renders the service animal unable to
perform its duties is guilty of a gross misdemeanor.
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(f) A person who violates subdivision 8a where the violation results in substantial bodily harm to a
service animal may be sentenced to imprisonment for not more than two years or to payment of a fine
of not more than $5,000, or both.
(g) A person who intentionally violates subdivision 1 or 7 where the violation results in substantial bodily
harm to a pet or companion animal, and the act is done to threaten, intimidate, or terrorize another
person, may be sentenced to imprisonment for not more than two years or to payment of a fine of not
more than $5,000, or both.
(h) A person who violates subdivision 8a where the violation results in death or great bodily harm to a
service animal may be sentenced to imprisonment for not more than four years or to payment of a fine
of not more than $10,000, or both.
(i) A person who intentionally violates subdivision 1 or 7 where the violation results in death or great
bodily harm to a pet or companion animal, and the act is done to threaten, intimidate, or terrorize
another person, may be sentenced to imprisonment for not more than four years or to payment of a fine
of not more than $10,000, or both.
Subd. 9a.Harm to service animals; mandatory restitution and civil remedies. (a) The court shall order a
person convicted of violating subdivision 8a to pay restitution for the costs and expenses resulting from
the crime. Costs and expenses include, but are not limited to, the service animal user's loss of income,
veterinary expenses, transportation costs, and other expenses of temporary replacement assistance
services, and service animal replacement or retraining costs incurred by a school, agency, or individual.
If the court finds that the convicted person is indigent, the court may reduce the amount of restitution to
a reasonable level or order it paid in installments.
(b) This section does not preclude a person from seeking any available civil remedies for an act that
violates subdivision 8a.
Subd. 10.Restrictions. If a person is convicted of violating this section, the court shall require that pet or
companion animals that have not been seized by a peace officer or agent and are in the custody or
control of the person must be turned over to a peace officer or other appropriate officer or agent unless
the court determines that the person is able and fit to provide adequately for an animal. If the evidence
indicates lack of proper and reasonable care of an animal, the burden is on the person to affirmatively
demonstrate by clear and convincing evidence that the person is able and fit to have custody of and
provide adequately for an animal. The court may limit the person's further possession or custody of pet
or companion animals, and may impose other conditions the court considers appropriate, including, but
not limited to:
(1) imposing a probation period during which the person may not have ownership, custody, or control of
a pet or companion animal;
(2) requiring periodic visits of the person by an animal control officer or agent appointed pursuant to
section 343.01, subdivision 1;
(3) requiring performance by the person of community service; and
(4) requiring the person to receive psychological, behavioral, or other counseling.

MISSISSIPPI
Miss. Code Ann. § 97-41-16
§ 97-41-16. Maliciously injuring dogs or cats
(1)(a) The provisions of this section shall be known and may be cited as the “Mississippi Dog and Cat
Pet Protection Law of 2011.”
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(b) The intent of the Legislature in enacting this law is to provide only for the protection of domesticated
dogs and cats, as these are the animals most often serving as the loyal and beloved pets of the citizens
of this state. Animals other than domesticated dogs and cats are specifically excluded from the
enhanced protection described in this act for dogs and cats. The provisions of this section do not apply,
and shall not be construed as applying, to any animal other than a domesticated dog or cat.
(2)(a) If a person shall intentionally or with criminal negligence wound, deprive of adequate shelter, food
or water, or carry or confine in a cruel manner, any domesticated dog or cat, or cause any person to do
the same, then he or she shall be guilty of the offense of simple cruelty to a dog or cat. A person who is
convicted of the offense of simple cruelty to a dog or cat shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and fined not
more than One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00), or imprisoned not more than six (6) months, or both.
(b) If a person with malice shall intentionally torture, mutilate, maim, burn, starve or disfigure any
domesticated dog or cat, or cause any person to do the same, then he or she shall be guilty of the
offense of aggravated cruelty to a dog or cat.
(i) A person who is convicted of a first offense of aggravated cruelty to a dog or cat shall be guilty of a
misdemeanor and fined not more than Two Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($2,500.00), or imprisoned
for not more than six (6) months, or both.
(ii) A person who is convicted of a second or subsequent offense of aggravated cruelty to a dog or cat,
the offenses being committed within a period of five (5) years, shall be guilty of a felony and fined not
more than Five Thousand Dollars ($5,000.00) and imprisoned for not less than one (1) year nor more
than five (5) years.
(c) A conviction entered upon a plea of nolo contendere to a charge of aggravated cruelty to a dog or
cat shall be counted as a conviction for the purpose of determining whether a later conviction is a first
or subsequent offense.
(d) For purposes of this section, one or more alleged acts of the offenses of simple cruelty to a dog or
cat or aggravated cruelty to a dog or cat, committed against one or more domesticated dogs or cats, or
any combination thereof, shall constitute a single offense if the alleged acts occurred at the same time.
(3) In addition to such fine or imprisonment which may be imposed:
(a) The court shall order that restitution be made to the owner of such dog or cat. The measure for
restitution in money shall be the current replacement value of such loss and the actual veterinarian
fees, medicine, special supplies, loss of income and other costs incurred as a result of actions in
violation of subsection (2) of this section; and
(b) The court may order that:
(i) The reasonable costs of sheltering, transporting and rehabilitating the dog or cat, and any other
costs directly related to the care of the dog or cat, be reimbursed to:
1. Any law enforcement agency; or
2. Any agency or department of a political subdivision that is charged with the control, protection or
welfare of dogs or cats within the subdivision. The agency or department may reimburse a
nongovernmental organization for such costs, if the organization possesses nonprofit status under the
United States Internal Revenue Code and has the purpose of protecting the welfare of, or preventing
cruelty to, dogs or cats.
(ii) The person convicted:
1. Receive a psychiatric or psychological evaluation and counseling or treatment for a length of time as
prescribed by the court. The cost of any evaluation, counseling and treatment shall be paid by the
offender upon order of the court, up to a maximum amount that is no more than the jurisdictional limit of
the sentencing court.
2. Perform community service for a period not exceeding the applicable maximum term of imprisonment
that may be imposed for conviction of the offense.
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3. Be enjoined from employment in any position that involves the care of a dog or cat, or in any place
where dogs or cats are kept or confined, for a period which the court deems appropriate.
(4)(a) Nothing in this section shall be construed as prohibiting a person from:
(i) Defending himself or herself or another person from physical or economic injury being threatened or
caused by a dog or cat.
(ii) Injuring or killing an unconfined dog or cat on the property of the person, if the unconfined dog or cat
is believed to constitute a threat of physical injury or damage to any domesticated animal under the
care or control of such person.
(iii) Acting under the provisions of Section 95-5-19 to protect poultry or livestock from a trespassing dog
that is in the act of chasing or killing the poultry or livestock, or acting to protect poultry or livestock from
a trespassing cat that is in the act of chasing or killing the poultry or livestock.
(iv) Engaging in practices that are licensed or lawful under the Mississippi Veterinary Practice Act,
Section 73-39-51 et seq., or engaging in activities by any licensed veterinarian while following accepted
standards of practice of the profession within the State of Mississippi, including the euthanizing of a dog
or cat.
(v) Rendering emergency care, treatment, or assistance to a dog or cat that is abandoned, ill, injured,
or in distress, if the person rendering the care, treatment, or assistance is acting in good faith.
(vi) Performing activities associated with accepted agricultural and animal husbandry practices with
regard to livestock, poultry or other animals, including those activities which involve:
1. Using dogs in such practices.
2. Raising, managing and using animals to provide food, fiber or transportation.
3. Butchering animals and processing food.
(vii) Training for, or participating in, a rodeo, equine activity, dog show, event sponsored by a kennel
club or other bona fide organization that promotes the breeding or showing of dogs or cats, or any other
competitive event which involves the lawful use of dogs or cats.
(viii) Engaging in accepted practices of dog or cat identification.
(ix) Engaging in lawful activities that are regulated by the Mississippi Department of Wildlife, Fisheries
and Parks or the Mississippi Department of Marine Resources, including without limitation, hunting,
trapping, fishing, and wildlife and seafood management.
(x) Performing scientific, research, medical and zoological activities undertaken by research and
education facilities or institutions that are:
1. Regulated under the provisions of the Animal Welfare Act, 7 USCS 2131 et seq., as in effect on July
1, 2011;
2. Regulated under the provisions of the Health Research Extension Act of 1985, Public Law No. 99158; or
3. Subject to any other applicable state or federal law or regulation governing animal research as in
effect on July 1, 2011.
(xi) Disposing of or destroying certain dogs under authority of Sections 19-5-50, 21-19-9 and 41-53-11,
which allow counties, municipalities and certain law enforcement officers to destroy dogs running at
large without proper identification indicating that such dogs have been vaccinated for rabies.
(xii) Engaging in professional pest control activities, including those activities governed by the
Mississippi Pesticide Law of 1975, Section 69-23-1 et seq.; professional services related to
entomology, plant pathology, horticulture, tree surgery, weed control or soil classification, as regulated
under Section 69-19-1 et seq.; and any other pest control activities conducted in accordance with state
law.
(xiii) Performing the humane euthanization of a dog or cat pursuant to Section 97-41-3.
(b) If the owner or person in control of a dog or cat is precluded, by natural or other causes beyond his
reasonable control, from acting to prevent an act or omission that might otherwise constitute an
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allegation of the offense of simple cruelty to a dog or cat or the offense of aggravated cruelty to a dog
or cat, then that person shall not be guilty of the offense. Natural or other causes beyond the
reasonable control of the person include, without limitation, acts of God, declarations of disaster,
emergencies, acts of war, earthquakes, hurricanes, tornadoes, fires, floods or other natural disasters.
(5) The provisions of this section shall not be construed to:
(a) Apply to any animal other than a dog or cat.
(b) Create any civil or criminal liability on the part of the driver of a motor vehicle if the driver
unintentionally injures or kills a dog or cat as a result of the dog or cat being accidentally hit by the
vehicle.
(6)(a) Except as otherwise provided in Section 97-35-47 for the false reporting of a crime, a person,
who in good faith and acting without malice, reports a suspected incident of simple cruelty to a dog or
cat, or aggravated cruelty to a dog or cat, to a local animal control, protection or welfare organization, a
local law enforcement agency, or the Mississippi Department of Public Safety, shall be immune from
civil and criminal liability for reporting the incident.
(b) A veterinarian licensed in Mississippi or a person acting at the direction of a veterinarian licensed in
Mississippi, who in good faith and acting without malice, participates in the investigation of an alleged
offense of simple or aggravated cruelty to a dog or cat, or makes a decision or renders services
regarding the care of a dog or cat that is involved in the investigation, shall be immune from civil and
criminal liability for those acts.
(7) Other than an agency or department of a political subdivision that is charged with the control,
protection or welfare of dogs or cats within the subdivision, any organization that has the purpose of
protecting the welfare of, or preventing cruelty to, dogs or cats, shall register the organization with the
sheriff of the county in which the organization operates a physical facility for the protection, welfare or
shelter of dogs or cats, on or before the first day of October each year. The provisions of this
subsection (7) shall apply to any organization that has the purpose of protecting the welfare of dogs or
cats, or preventing cruelty to dogs or cats, regardless of whether the organization also protects animals
other than dogs or cats.
(8) Nothing in this section shall limit the authority of a municipality or board of supervisors to adopt
ordinances, rules, regulations or resolutions which may be, in whole or in part, more restrictive than the
provisions of this section, and in those cases, the more restrictive ordinances, rules, regulations or
resolutions will govern.

MISSOURI
Mo. Ann. Stat. § 566.111
566.111. Unlawful sex with an animal, crime, penalty
<Text of section eff. until Jan. 1, 2017.>
1. A person commits the crime of unlawful sex with an animal if that person engages in sexual conduct
with an animal or engages in sexual conduct with an animal for commercial or recreational purposes.
2. Unlawful sex with an animal is a class A misdemeanor unless the defendant has previously been
convicted under this section, in which case the crime is a class D felony.
3. In addition to any penalty imposed or as a condition of probation the court may:
(1) Prohibit the defendant from harboring animals or residing in any household where animals are
present during the period of probation or if probation is not granted for a period of time not to exceed
two years after the defendant's sentence is completed;
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(2) Order all animals in the defendant's possession subject to a civil forfeiture action under chapter 513,
RSMo; or
(3) Order psychological evaluation and counseling of the defendant at the defendant's expense.
4. Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit generally accepted animal husbandry, farming
and ranching practices or generally accepted veterinary medical practices.
5. For purposes of this section, the following terms mean:
(1) "Animal", every creature, either alive or dead, other than a human being;
(2) "Sexual conduct with an animal", any touching of an animal with the genitals or any touching of the
genitals or anus of an animal for the purpose of arousing or gratifying the person's sexual desire.

NEVADA
Nev. Rev. Stat. Ann. §§ 176A.416, 62E.680
176A.416. Evaluations and counseling for offenses involving cruelty to animals; powers and
duties of court.
1. As a condition of probation, the court may order a defendant who is convicted of a violation of
chapter 574 of NRS that is punishable as a felony or gross misdemeanor to:
(a) Submit to a psychiatric evaluation; and
(b) Participate in any counseling or therapy recommended in the evaluation.
2. The court shall order a defendant, to the extent of the defendant’s financial ability, to pay the
cost for an evaluation and any counseling or therapy pursuant to this section.
62E.680. Act involving cruelty to or torture of animal: Participation in counseling or other
psychological treatment; payment of costs.
1. If a child is adjudicated delinquent for an unlawful act that involves cruelty to or torture of an
animal, the juvenile court shall order the child to participate in counseling or other psychological
treatment.
2. The juvenile court shall order the child or the parent or guardian of the child, or both, to the
extent of their financial ability, to pay the cost of the child to participate in the counseling or other
psychological treatment.
3. As used in this section:
(a) “Animal” does not include the human race, but includes every other living creature.
(b) “Torture” or “cruelty” includes every act, omission or neglect, whereby unjustifiable physical
pain, suffering or death is caused or permitted.

NEW JERSEY
N.J. Stat. Ann. § 4:22-17
4:22-17. Cruelty; disorderly persons offense
a. It shall be unlawful to:
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(1) Overdrive, overload, drive when overloaded, overwork, abuse, or needlessly kill a living animal or
creature;
(2) Cause or procure, by any direct or indirect means, including but not limited to through the use of
another living animal or creature, any of the acts described in paragraph(1) of this subsection to be
done;
(3) Inflict unnecessary cruelty upon a living animal or creature, by any direct or indirect means,
including but not limited to through the use of another living animal or creature; or leave the living
animal or creature unattended in a vehicle under inhumane conditions adverse to the health or welfare
of the living animal or creature; or
(4) Fail, as the owner or as a person otherwise charged with the care of a living animal or creature, to
provide the living animal or creature with necessary care.
b. (1) A person who violates subsection a. of this section shall be guilty of a disorderly persons offense.
Notwithstanding the provisions of N.J.S.2C:43-3 to the contrary, for every conviction of an offense
pursuant to paragraph (1) or (2) of subsection a. of this section, the person shall be fined not less than
$250 nor more than $1,000, or be imprisoned for a term of not more than six months, or both, in the
discretion of the court; and for every conviction of an offense pursuant to paragraph (3) or (4) of
subsection a. of this section, the person shall be fined not less than $500 nor more than $2,000, or be
imprisoned for a term of not more than six months, or both, in the discretion of the court.
(2) If the person who violates subsection a. of this section has a prior conviction for an offense that
would constitute a violation of subsection a. of this section, the person shall be guilty of a crime of the
fourth degree.
(3) A person who violates subsection a. of this section shall also be subject to the provisions of
subsections e. and f. and, if appropriate, subsection g., of this section.
c. It shall be unlawful to purposely, knowingly, or recklessly:
(1) Torment, torture, maim, hang, poison, unnecessarily or cruelly beat, cruelly abuse, or needlessly
mutilate a living animal or creature;
(2) Cause bodily injury to a living animal or creature by failing to provide the living animal or creature
with necessary care, whether as the owner or as a person otherwise charged with the care of the living
animal or creature;
(3) Cause or procure an act described in paragraph (1) or (2) of this subsection to be done, by any
direct or indirect means, including but not limited to through the use of another living animal or creature;
or
(4) Use, or cause or procure the use of, an animal or creature in any kind of sexual manner or initiate
any kind of sexual contact with the animal or creature, including, but not limited to, sodomizing the
animal or creature. As used in this paragraph, “sexual contact” means any contact between a person
and an animal by penetration of the penis or a foreign object into the vagina or anus, contact between
the mouth and genitalia, or by contact between the genitalia of one and the genitalia or anus of the
other. This term does not include any medical procedure performed by a licensed veterinarian
practicing veterinary medicine or an accepted animal husbandry practice.
d. (1) A person who violates paragraph (1), (2), (3) or (4) of subsection c. of this section shall be guilty
of a crime of the fourth degree, except that the person shall be guilty of a crime of the third degree if:
(a) the animal or creature dies as a result of the violation;
(b) the animal or creature suffers serious bodily injury as a result of the violation; or
(c) the person has a prior conviction for an offense that would constitute a violation of paragraph (1),
(2), (3) or (4) of subsection c. of this section.
(2) A person who violates any provision of subsection c. of this section shall also be subject to the
provisions of subsections e. and f. and, if appropriate, subsection g., of this section.
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e. For a violation of this section, in addition to imposing any other appropriate penalties established for
a crime of the third degree, crime of the fourth degree, or disorderly persons offense, as the case may
be, pursuant to Title 2C of the New Jersey Statutes, the court shall impose a term of community service
of up to 30 days, and may direct that the term of community service be served in providing assistance
to the New Jersey Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, a county society for the prevention
of cruelty to animals, or any other recognized organization concerned with the prevention of cruelty to
animals or the humane treatment and care of animals, or to a municipality's animal control or animal
population control program.
f. The court also shall require any violator of this section to pay restitution, including but not limited to,
the monetary cost of replacing the animal if the animal died or had to be euthanized because of the
extent of the animal's injuries, or otherwise reimburse any costs for food, drink, shelter, or veterinary
care or treatment, or other costs, incurred by the owner of the animal, if the owner is not the person
committing the act of cruelty, or incurred by any agency, entity, or organization investigating the
violation, including but not limited to the New Jersey Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, a
county society for the prevention of cruelty to animals, any other recognized organization concerned
with the prevention of cruelty to animals or the humane treatment and care of animals, a local or State
governmental entity, or a kennel, shelter, pound, or other facility providing for the shelter and care of
the animal or animals involved in the violation.
g. If a juvenile is adjudicated delinquent for an act which, if committed by an adult, would constitute a
disorderly persons offense, crime of the fourth degree, or crime of the third degree pursuant to this
section, the court also shall order the juvenile to receive mental health counseling by a licensed
psychologist or therapist named by the court for a period of time to be prescribed by the licensed
psychologist or therapist.

NEW MEXICO
N.M. Stat. Ann. § 30-18-1
§ 30-18-1. Cruelty to animals; extreme cruelty to animals; penalties; exceptions
A. As used in this section, "animal" does not include insects or reptiles.
B. Cruelty to animals consists of a person:
(1) negligently mistreating, injuring, killing without lawful justification or tormenting an animal; or
(2) abandoning or failing to provide necessary sustenance to an animal under that person's custody or
control.
C. As used in Subsection B of this section, "lawful justification" means:
(1) humanely destroying a sick or injured animal; or
(2) protecting a person or animal from death or injury due to an attack by another animal.
D. Whoever commits cruelty to animals is guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be sentenced pursuant to
the provisions of Section 31-19-1 NMSA 1978. Upon a fourth or subsequent conviction for committing
cruelty to animals, the offender is guilty of a fourth degree felony and shall be sentenced pursuant to
the provisions of Section 31-18-15 NMSA 1978.
E. Extreme cruelty to animals consists of a person:
(1) intentionally or maliciously torturing, mutilating, injuring or poisoning an animal; or
(2) maliciously killing an animal.
F. Whoever commits extreme cruelty to animals is guilty of a fourth degree felony and shall be
sentenced pursuant to the provisions of Section 31-18-15 NMSA 1978.
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G. The court may order a person convicted for committing cruelty to animals to participate in an animal
cruelty prevention program or an animal cruelty education program. The court may also order a person
convicted for committing cruelty to animals or extreme cruelty to animals to obtain psychological
counseling for treatment of a mental health disorder if, in the court's judgment, the mental health
disorder contributed to the commission of the criminal offense. The offender shall bear the expense of
participating in an animal cruelty prevention program, animal cruelty education program or
psychological counseling ordered by the court.
H. If a child is adjudicated of cruelty to animals, the court shall order an assessment and any necessary
psychological counseling or treatment of the child.
I. The provisions of this section do not apply to:
(1) fishing, hunting, falconry, taking and trapping, as provided in Chapter 17 NMSA 1978;
(2) the practice of veterinary medicine, as provided in Chapter 61, Article 14 NMSA 1978;
(3) rodent or pest control, as provided in Chapter 77, Article 15 NMSA 1978;
(4) the treatment of livestock and other animals used on farms and ranches for the production of food,
fiber or other agricultural products, when the treatment is in accordance with commonly accepted
agricultural animal husbandry practices;
(5) the use of commonly accepted Mexican and American rodeo practices, unless otherwise prohibited
by law;
(6) research facilities licensed pursuant to the provisions of 7 U.S.C. Section 2136, except when
knowingly operating outside provisions, governing the treatment of animals, of a research or
maintenance protocol approved by the institutional animal care and use committee of the facility; or
(7) other similar activities not otherwise prohibited by law.
J. If there is a dispute as to what constitutes commonly accepted agricultural animal husbandry
practices or commonly accepted rodeo practices, the New Mexico livestock board shall hold a hearing
to determine if the practice in question is a commonly accepted agricultural animal husbandry practice
or commonly accepted rodeo practice.

OHIO
Ohio Rev. Code Ann. § 959.99
959.99 PENALTIES; FORFEITURE OF ANIMALS OR LIVESTOCK; FORFEITURE OF COMPANION
ANIMALS
(A) Whoever violates section 959.18 or 959.19 of the Revised Code is guilty of a minor misdemeanor.
(B) Except as otherwise provided in this division, whoever violates section 959.02 of the Revised Code
is guilty of a misdemeanor of the second degree. If the value of the animal killed or the injury done
amounts to three hundred dollars or more, whoever violates section 959.02 of the Revised Code is
guilty of a misdemeanor of the first degree.
(C) Whoever violates section 959.03, 959.06, 959.12, 959.15, or 959.17 of the Revised Code is guilty of
a misdemeanor of the fourth degree.
(D) Whoever violates division (A) of section 959.13 of the Revised Code is guilty of a misdemeanor of
the second degree. In addition, the court may order the offender to forfeit the animal or livestock and
may provide for its disposition, including, but not limited to, the sale of the animal or livestock. If an
animal or livestock is forfeited and sold pursuant to this division, the proceeds from the sale first shall
be applied to pay the expenses incurred with regard to the care of the animal from the time it was taken
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from the custody of the former owner. The balance of the proceeds from the sale, if any, shall be paid
to the former owner of the animal.
(E)(1) Whoever violates division (B) of section 959.131 of the Revised Code is guilty of a misdemeanor
of the first degree on a first offense and a felony of the fifth degree on each subsequent offense.
(2) Whoever violates section 959.01 of the Revised Code or division (C) of section 959.131 of the
Revised Code is guilty of a misdemeanor of the second degree on a first offense and a misdemeanor of
the first degree on each subsequent offense.
(3) Whoever violates division (D) of section 959.131 of the Revised Code is guilty of a felony of the fifth
degree.
(4) Whoever violates division (E) of section 959.131 of the Revised Code is guilty of a misdemeanor of
the first degree.
(5)(a) A court may order a person who is convicted of or pleads guilty to a violation of section 959.131
of the Revised Code to forfeit to an impounding agency, as defined in section 959.132 of the Revised
Code, any or all of the companion animals in that person's ownership or care. The court also may
prohibit or place limitations on the person's ability to own or care for any companion animals for a
specified or indefinite period of time.
(b) A court may order a person who is convicted of or pleads guilty to a violation of section 959.131 of
the Revised Code to reimburse an impounding agency for the reasonably necessary costs incurred by
the agency for the care of a companion animal that the agency impounded as a result of the
investigation or prosecution of the violation, provided that the costs were not otherwise paid under
section 959.132 of the Revised Code.
(6) If a court has reason to believe that a person who is convicted of or pleads guilty to a violation of
section 959.131 of the Revised Code suffers from a mental or emotional disorder that contributed to the
violation, the court may impose as a community control sanction or as a condition of probation a
requirement that the offender undergo psychological evaluation or counseling. The court shall order the
offender to pay the costs of the evaluation or counseling.
(F) Whoever violates section 959.14 of the Revised Code is guilty of a misdemeanor of the second
degree on a first offense and a misdemeanor of the first degree on each subsequent offense.
(G) Whoever violates section 959.05 or 959.20 of the Revised Code is guilty of a misdemeanor of the
first degree.
(H) Whoever violates section 959.16 of the Revised Code is guilty of a felony of the fourth degree for a
first offense and a felony of the third degree on each subsequent offense.

OREGON
Or. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 167.350
167.350. Forfeiture of rights in mistreated animal; costs; penalty
(1) In addition to and not in lieu of any other sentence it may impose, a court may require a defendant
convicted under ORS 167.315 to 167.333, 167.340, 167.355 or 167.365 to forfeit any rights of the
defendant in the animal subjected to the violation, and to repay the reasonable costs incurred by any
person or agency prior to judgment in caring for each animal subjected to the violation.
(2)(a) When the court orders the defendant s rights in the animal to be forfeited, the court may further
order that those rights be given over to an appropriate person or agency demonstrating a willingness to
accept and care for the animal or to the county or an appropriate animal care agency for further
disposition in accordance with accepted practices for humane treatment of animals. The court may not
transfer the defendant s rights in the animal to any person who resides with the defendant.
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(b) This subsection does not limit the right of the person or agency to whom rights are granted to resell
or otherwise make disposition of the animal. A transfer of rights under this subsection constitutes a
transfer of ownership. The court shall require a person to whom rights are granted to execute an
agreement to provide minimum care to the animal. The agreement must indicate that allowing the
defendant to possess the animal constitutes a crime.
(3) In addition to and not in lieu of any other sentence it may impose, a court may order the owner or
person having custody of an animal to repay the reasonable costs incurred by any person or agency in
providing minimum care to the animal.
(4) A court may order a person convicted under ORS 167.315 to 167.333, 167.340, 167.355, 167.365
or 167.428 to participate in available animal cruelty prevention programs or education programs, or
both, or to obtain psychological counseling for treatment of mental health disorders that, in the court’s
judgment, contributed to the commission of the crime. The person shall bear any costs incurred by the
person for participation in counseling or treatment programs under this subsection.
(5) ORS 131.550 to 131.600 do not apply to the forfeiture of an animal subjected to a violation of ORS
167.315 to 167.333, 167.340, 167.355, 167.365 or 167.428. Any such animal is subject to forfeiture as
provided in subsections (1) to (3) of this section or, if the animal is a fighting bird, as provided in ORS
167.435.

PENNSYLVANIA
18 Pa. Cons. Stat. Ann. § 5511
§ 5511. Cruelty to animals
(a) Killing, maiming or poisoning domestic animals or zoo animals, etc.-(1) A person commits a misdemeanor of the second degree if he willfully and maliciously:
(i) Kills, maims or disfigures any domestic animal of another person or any domestic fowl of another
person.
(ii) Administers poison to or exposes any poisonous substance with the intent to administer such poison
to any domestic animal of another person or domestic fowl of another person.
(iii) Harasses, annoys, injures, attempts to injure, molests or interferes with a dog guide for an individual
who is blind, a hearing dog for an individual who is deaf or audibly impaired or a service dog for an
individual who is physically limited.
Any person convicted of violating the provisions of this paragraph shall be sentenced to pay a fine of
not less than $500.
(2) A person commits a felony of the third degree if he willfully and maliciously:
(i) Kills, maims or disfigures any zoo animal in captivity.
(ii) Administers poison to or exposes any poisonous substance with the intent to administer such poison
to any zoo animal in captivity.
(2.1) (i) A person commits a misdemeanor of the first degree if he willfully and maliciously:
(A) Kills, maims, mutilates, tortures or disfigures any dog or cat, whether belonging to himself or
otherwise. If a person kills, maims, mutilates, tortures or disfigures a dog guide for an individual who is
blind, a hearing dog for an individual who is deaf or audibly impaired or a service dog for an individual
who is physically limited, whether belonging to the individual or otherwise, that person, in addition to
any other applicable penalty, shall be required to make reparations for veterinary costs in treating the
dog and, if necessary, the cost of obtaining and training a replacement dog.
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(B) Administers poison to or exposes any poisonous substance with the intent to administer such
poison to any dog or cat, whether belonging to himself or otherwise.
(ii) Any person convicted of violating the provisions of this paragraph shall be sentenced to pay a fine of
not less than $1,000 or to imprisonment for not more than two years, or both. The court may also order
a presentence mental evaluation. A subsequent conviction under this paragraph shall be a felony of the
third degree. This paragraph shall apply to dogs and cats only.
(iii) The killing of a dog or cat by the owner of that animal is not malicious if it is accomplished in
accordance with the act of December 22, 1983 (P.L. 303, No. 83), [FN1] referred to as the Animal
Destruction Method Authorization Law.
(3) This subsection shall not apply to:
(i) the killing of any animal taken or found in the act of actually destroying any domestic animal or
domestic fowl;
(ii) the killing of any animal or fowl pursuant to the act of June 3, 1937 (P.L. 1225, No. 316), [FN2]
known as The Game Law, or 34 Pa.C.S. §§ 2384 (relating to declaring dogs public nuisances) and
2385 (relating to destruction of dogs declared public nuisances), or the regulations promulgated
thereunder; or
(iii) such reasonable activity as may be undertaken in connection with vermin control or pest control.
(a.1) Guide dogs.-(1) A person commits a misdemeanor of the third degree if he is the owner or co-owner of a dog that
kills, maims or disfigures a guide dog of an individual who is blind, a hearing dog of an individual who is
deaf or audibly impaired or a service dog of an individual who is physically limited without provocation
by the guide, hearing or service dog or the individual.
(2) A person commits an offense under this subsection only if the person knew or should have known
that the dog he owns or co-owns had a propensity to attack human beings or domestic animals without
provocation and the owner or co-owner knowingly or recklessly failed to restrain the dog or keep the
dog in a contained, secure manner.
(3) Any person convicted of violating the provisions of this subsection shall be sentenced to pay a fine
of not more than $5,000 and shall be ordered to make reparations for veterinary costs in treating the
guide, hearing or service dog and, if necessary, the cost of obtaining and training a replacement guide,
hearing or service dog.
(a.2) Civil penalty and restitution.-(1) A person who is the owner or co-owner of a dog that kills, maims or disfigures a guide dog of an
individual who is blind, a hearing dog of an individual who is deaf or audibly impaired or a service dog
of an individual who is physically limited shall be subject to paragraph (2) if all of the following apply:
(i) The owner or co-owner knew the dog had a propensity to attack human beings or domestic animals.
(ii) The owner or co-owner failed to restrain the dog or keep the dog in a contained, secure manner.
(2) A court of common pleas may impose any of the following upon any person who is the owner or coowner of a dog under paragraph (1):
(i) A civil penalty of up to $15,000.
(ii) Reparations for veterinary costs in treating the guide, hearing or service dog and, if necessary, the
cost of retraining the dog or of obtaining and training a replacement guide, hearing or service dog.
(iii) Loss of income for the time the individual is unable to work due to the unavailability of the guide,
hearing or service dog.
(b) Regulating certain actions concerning fowl or rabbits.--A person commits a summary offense if he
sells, offers for sale, barters, or gives away baby chickens, ducklings, or other fowl, under one month of
age, or rabbits under two months of age, as pets, toys, premiums or novelties or if he colors, dyes,
stains or otherwise changes the natural color of baby chickens, ducklings or other fowl, or rabbits or if
he brings or transports the same into this Commonwealth. This section shall not be construed to
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prohibit the sale or display of such baby chickens, ducklings, or other fowl, or such rabbits, in proper
facilities by persons engaged in the business of selling them for purposes of commercial breeding and
raising.
(c) Cruelty to animals.-(1) A person commits an offense if he wantonly or cruelly illtreats, overloads, beats, otherwise abuses
any animal, or neglects any animal as to which he has a duty of care, whether belonging to himself or
otherwise, or abandons any animal, or deprives any animal of necessary sustenance, drink, shelter or
veterinary care, or access to clean and sanitary shelter which will protect the animal against inclement
weather and preserve the animal's body heat and keep it dry.
(2) (i) Except as provided in subparagraph (ii), a person convicted of violating paragraph (1) commits a
summary offense.
(ii) A person convicted for a second or subsequent time of violating paragraph (1) commits a
misdemeanor of the third degree if all of the following occurred:
(A) The action or omission for which the person was convicted for a subsequent time was performed on
a dog or cat.
(B) The dog or cat was seriously injured, suffered severe physical distress or was placed at imminent
risk of serious physical harm as the result of the person's action or omission.
(3) This subsection shall not apply to activity undertaken in normal agricultural operation.
(d) Selling or using disabled horse.--A person commits a summary offense if he offers for sale or sells
any horse, which by reason of debility, disease or lameness, or for other cause, could not be worked or
used without violating the laws against cruelty to animals, or leads, rides, drives or transports any such
horse for any purpose, except that of conveying the horse to the nearest available appropriate facility
for its humane keeping or destruction or for medical or surgical treatment.
(e) Transporting animals in cruel manner.--A person commits a summary offense if he carries, or
causes, or allows to be carried in or upon any cart, or other vehicle whatsoever, any animal in a cruel or
inhumane manner. The person taking him into custody may take charge of the animal and of any such
vehicle and its contents, and deposit the same in some safe place of custody, and any necessary
expenses which may be incurred for taking charge of and keeping the same, and sustaining any such
animal, shall be a lien thereon, to be paid before the same can lawfully be recovered, or the said
expenses or any part thereof remaining unpaid may be recovered by the person incurring the same
from the owner of said creature in any action therefor.
For the purposes of this section, it shall not be deemed cruel or inhumane to transport live poultry in
crates so long as not more than 15 pounds of live poultry are allocated to each cubic foot of space in
the crate.
(e.1) Transporting equine animals in cruel manner.--Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a
person commits a summary offense for each equine animal if the person carries, or causes or allows to
be carried, any equine animal in or upon any conveyance or other vehicle whatsoever with two or more
levels stacked on top of one another. A person who violates this subsection on a second or subsequent
occasion commits a misdemeanor of the third degree for each equine animal transported.
(f) Hours of labor of animals.--A person commits a summary offense if he leads, drives, rides or works
or causes or permits any other person to lead, drive, ride or work any horse, mare, mule, ox, or any
other animal, whether belonging to himself or in his possession or control, for more than 15 hours in
any 24 hour period, or more than 90 hours in any one week.
Nothing in this subsection contained shall be construed to warrant any persons leading, driving, riding
or walking any animal a less period than 15 hours, when so doing shall in any way violate the laws
against cruelty to animals.
(g) Cruelty to cow to enhance appearance of udder.--A person commits a summary offense if he
kneads or beats or pads the udder of any cow, or willfully allows it to go unmilked for a period of 24
hours or more, for the purpose of enhancing the appearance or size of the udder of said cow, or by a
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muzzle or any other device prevents its calf, if less than six weeks old, from obtaining nourishment, and
thereby relieving the udder of said cow, for a period of 24 hours.
(h) Specific violations; prima facie evidence of violation.-(1)(i) A person commits a summary offense if the person crops, trims or cuts off, or causes or procures
to be cropped, trimmed or cut off, the whole or part of the ear or ears of a dog.
(ii) The provisions of this paragraph shall not prevent a veterinarian from cropping, trimming or cutting
off the whole or part of the ear or ears of a dog when the dog is anesthetized and shall not prevent any
person from causing or procuring the cropping, trimming or cutting off of a dog's ear or ears by a
veterinarian.
(iii) The possession by any person of a dog with an ear or ears cropped, trimmed or cut off and with the
wound or incision site resulting therefrom unhealed, or any such dog being found in the charge or
custody of any person or confined upon the premises owned by or under the control of any person,
shall be prima facie evidence of a violation of this subsection by the person except as provided for in
this subsection.
(iv) A person who procures the cropping, trimming or cutting off of the whole or part of an ear or ears of
a dog shall record the procedure. The record shall include the name of the attending veterinarian and
the date and location at which the procedure was performed. The record shall be kept as long as the
wound or incision site is unhealed and shall be transferred with the dog during that period of time.
(2)(i) A person commits a summary offense if the person debarks a dog by cutting, causing or procuring
the cutting of its vocal cords or by altering, causing or procuring the alteration of any part of its
resonance chamber.
(ii) The provisions of this paragraph shall not prevent a veterinarian from cutting the vocal cords or
otherwise altering the resonance chamber of a dog when the dog is anesthetized and shall not prevent
a person from causing or procuring a debarking procedure by a veterinarian.
(iii) The possession by any person of a dog with the vocal cords cut or the resonance chamber
otherwise altered and with the wound or incision site resulting therefrom unhealed, or any such dog
being found in the charge or custody of any person or confined upon the premises owned by or under
the control of any person, shall be prima facie evidence of a violation of this paragraph by the person,
except as provided in this paragraph.
(iv) A person who procures the cutting of vocal cords or the alteration of the resonance chamber of a
dog shall record the procedure. The record shall include the name of the attending veterinarian and the
date and location at which the procedure was performed. The record shall be kept as long as the
wound or incision site is unhealed and shall be transferred with the dog during that period of time.
(3)(i) A person commits a summary offense if the person docks, cuts off, causes or procures the
docking or cutting off of the tail of a dog over five days old.
(ii) The provisions of this paragraph shall not prevent a veterinarian from docking, cutting off or cropping
the whole or part of the tail of a dog when the dog is at least 12 weeks of age and the procedure is
performed using general anesthesia and shall not prevent a person from causing or procuring the
cutting off or docking of a tail of a dog by a veterinarian as provided in this paragraph.
(iii) The provisions of this section shall not prevent a veterinarian from surgically removing, docking,
cutting off or cropping the tail of a dog between five days and 12 weeks of age if, in the veterinarian's
professional judgment, the procedure is medically necessary for the health and welfare of the dog. If
the procedure is performed, it shall be done in accordance with generally accepted standards of
veterinary practice.
(iv) The possession by any person of a dog with a tail cut off or docked and with the wound or incision
site resulting therefrom unhealed, or any such dog being found in the charge or custody of any person
or confined upon the premises owned by or under the control of any person, shall be prima facie
evidence of a violation of this paragraph by the person, except as provided in this paragraph.
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(v) A person who procures the cutting off or docking of a tail of a dog shall record the procedure. The
record shall include the name of the attending veterinarian and the date and location at which the
procedure was performed. The record shall be kept as long as the wound or incision site is unhealed
and shall be transferred with the dog during that period of time.
(4)(i) A person commits a summary offense if the person surgically births or causes or procures a
surgical birth.
(ii) The provisions of this section shall not prevent a veterinarian from surgically birthing a dog when the
dog is anesthetized and shall not prevent any person from causing or procuring a surgical birthing by a
veterinarian.
(iii) The possession by any person of a dog with a wound or incision site resulting from a surgical birth
unhealed, or any such dog being found in the charge or custody of any person or confined upon the
premises owned by or under the control of any person, shall be prima facie evidence of a violation of
this paragraph by the person, except as provided in this paragraph.
(iv) A person who procures the surgical birth of a dog shall record the procedure. The record shall
include the name of the attending veterinarian and the date and location at which the procedure was
performed. The record shall be kept as long as the wound or incision site is unhealed and shall be
transferred with the dog during that period of time.
(v) This paragraph shall not apply to personnel required to comply with standards to minimize pain to
an animal set forth in section 2143(a)(3) of the Animal Welfare Act (Public Law 89-544, § 2131 et seq.),
trained in accordance with section 2143(d) of the Animal Welfare Act, who work in a federally registered
research facility required to comply with the Animal Welfare Act under the guidance or oversight of a
veterinarian.
(5)(i) A person commits a summary offense if the person cuts off or causes or procures the cutting off of
the dewclaw of a dog over five days old.
(ii) The provisions of this paragraph shall not prevent a veterinarian from cutting the dewclaw and shall
not prevent a person from causing or procuring the procedure by a veterinarian.
(iii) The possession by any person of a dog with the dewclaw cut off and with the wound or incision site
resulting therefrom unhealed, or any such dog being found in the charge or custody of any person or
confined upon the premises owned by or under the control of any person, shall be prima facie evidence
of a violation of this paragraph by the person, except as provided in this paragraph.
(iv) A person who procures the cutting off of the dewclaw of a dog shall record the procedure. The
record shall include the name of the attending veterinarian and the date and location at which the
procedure was performed. The record shall be kept as long as the wound or incision site is unhealed
and shall be transferred with the dog during that period of time.
(h.1) Animal fighting.--A person commits a felony of the third degree if he:
(1) for amusement or gain, causes, allows or permits any animal to engage in animal fighting;
(2) receives compensation for the admission of another person to any place kept or used for animal
fighting;
(3) owns, possesses, keeps, trains, promotes, purchases, steals or acquires in any manner or
knowingly sells any animal for animal fighting;
(4) in any way knowingly encourages, aids or assists therein;
(5) wagers on the outcome of an animal fight;
(6) pays for admission to an animal fight or attends an animal fight as a spectator; or
(7) knowingly permits any place under his control or possession to be kept or used for animal fighting.
This subsection shall not apply to activity undertaken in a normal agricultural operation.
(h.2) Possession of animal fighting paraphernalia.--In addition to any other penalty provided by law, a
person commits a misdemeanor of the third degree if he knowingly owns or possesses animal fighting
paraphernalia.

STATE ANIMAL CRUELTY LAWS:
Statutes that Provide for Court-Ordered Programs
for Animal Cruelty Offenses
(i) Power to initiate criminal proceedings.--An agent of any society or association for the prevention of
cruelty to animals, incorporated under the laws of the Commonwealth, shall have the same powers to
initiate criminal proceedings provided for police officers by the Pennsylvania Rules of Criminal
Procedure. An agent of any society or association for the prevention of cruelty to animals, incorporated
under the laws of this Commonwealth, shall have standing to request any court of competent
jurisdiction to enjoin any violation of this section.
(j) Seizure of animals kept or used for animal fighting.--Any police officer or agent of a society or
association for the prevention of cruelty to animals incorporated under the laws of this Commonwealth,
shall have power to seize any animal kept, used, or intended to be used for animal fighting. When the
seizure is made, the animal or animals so seized shall not be deemed absolutely forfeited, but shall be
held by the officer or agent seizing the same until a conviction of some person is first obtained for a
violation of subsection (h.1). or forfeiture is obtained under the act of July 9, 2013 (P.L. 263, No. 50),1
known as the Costs of Care of Seized Animals Act. The officer or agent making such seizure shall
make due return to the issuing authority, of the number and kind of animals or creatures so seized by
him. Where an animal is thus seized, the police officer or agent is authorized to provide such care as is
reasonably necessary, and where any animal thus seized is found to be disabled, injured or diseased
beyond reasonable hope of recovery, the police officer or agent is authorized to provide for the humane
destruction of the animal. In addition to any other penalty provided by law, the authority imposing
sentence upon a conviction for any violation of subsection (h.1) shall order the forfeiture or surrender of
any abused, neglected or deprived animal of the defendant to any society or association for the
prevention of cruelty to animals duly incorporated under the laws of this Commonwealth and shall
require that the owner pay the cost of the keeping, care and destruction of the animal.
(k) Killing homing pigeons.--A person commits a summary offense if he shoots, maims or kills any
antwerp or homing pigeon, either while on flight or at rest, or detains or entraps any such pigeon which
carries the name of its owner.
(l) Search warrants.--Where a violation of this section is alleged, any issuing authority may, in
compliance with the applicable provisions of the Pennsylvania Rules of Criminal Procedure, issue to
any police officer or any agent of any society or association for the prevention of cruelty to animals duly
incorporated under the laws of this Commonwealth a search warrant authorizing the search of any
building or any enclosure in which any violation of this section is occurring or has occurred, and
authorizing the seizure of evidence of the violation including, but not limited to, the animals which were
the subject of the violation. Where an animal thus seized is found to be neglected or starving, the police
officer or agent is authorized to provide such care as is reasonably necessary, and where any animal
thus seized is found to be disabled, injured or diseased beyond reasonable hope of recovery, the police
officer or agent is authorized to provide for the humane destruction of the animal. The cost of the
keeping, care and destruction of the animal shall be paid by the owner thereof and claims for the costs
shall constitute a lien upon the animal. In addition to any other penalty provided by law, the authority
imposing sentence upon a conviction for any violation of this section may require that the owner pay the
cost of the keeping, care and destruction of the animal. No search warrant shall be issued based upon
an alleged violation of this section which authorizes any police officer or agent or other person to enter
upon or search premises where scientific research work is being conducted by, or under the
supervision of, graduates of duly accredited scientific schools or where biological products are being
produced for the care or prevention of disease.
(m) Forfeiture.--In addition to any other penalty provided by law, the authority imposing sentence upon
a conviction for any violation of this section may order the forfeiture or surrender of any abused,
neglected or deprived animal of the defendant to any society or association for the prevention of cruelty
to animals duly incorporated under the laws of this Commonwealth.
(m.1) Fine for summary offense.--In addition to any other penalty provided by law, a person convicted
of a summary offense under this section shall pay a fine of not less than $50 nor more than $750 or to
imprisonment for not more than 90 days, or both.
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(m.2) Prohibition of ownership.--Notwithstanding any provision of law and in addition to any other
penalty provided by law, the authority imposing sentence upon a conviction for any violation of this
section may order the prohibition or limitation of the defendant's ownership, possession, control or
custody of animals or employment with the care of animals for a period of time not to exceed the
statutory maximum term of imprisonment applicable to the offense for which sentence is being
imposed.
(n) Skinning of and selling or buying pelts of dogs and cats.--A person commits a summary offense if he
skins a dog or cat or offers for sale or exchange or offers to buy or exchange the pelt or pelts of any
dog or cat.
(o) Representation of humane society by attorney.--Upon prior authorization and approval by the district
attorney of the county in which the proceeding is held, an association or agent may be represented in
any proceeding under this section by any attorney admitted to practice before the Supreme Court of
Pennsylvania and in good standing. Attorney's fees shall be borne by the humane society or
association which is represented.
(o.1) Construction of section.--The provisions of this section shall not supersede the act of December 7,
1982 (P.L. 784, No. 225), [FN3] known as the Dog Law.
(p) Applicability of section.--This section shall not apply to, interfere with or hinder any activity which is
authorized or permitted pursuant to the act of June 3, 1937 (P.L.1225, No. 316), known as The Game
Law or Title 34 (relating to game).
(q) Definitions.--As used in this section, the following words and phrases shall have the meanings given
to them in this subsection:
“Animal fighting.” Fighting or baiting any bull, bear, dog, cock or other creature.
“Animal fighting paraphernalia.” Any device, implement, object or drug used or intended to be used for
animal fighting, to train an animal for animal fighting or in furtherance of animal fighting. In determining
whether an object is animal fighting paraphernalia, a court or other authority should consider
statements by an owner or by anyone in control of the object concerning its use, any prior convictions
under Federal or State law relating to animal fighting, the proximity of the object in time and space to
the direct violation of this section, direct or circumstantial evidence of the intent of the accused to
deliver the object to persons whom he or she knows or should reasonably know intends to use the
object to facilitate a violation of this section, oral or written instructions provided with or in the vicinity of
the object concerning its use, descriptive materials accompanying the object which explain or depict its
use and all other logically relevant factors.
“Audibly impaired.” The inability to hear air conduction thresholds at an average of 40 decibels or
greater in the better ear.
“Blind.” Having a visual acuity of 20/200 or less in the better eye with correction or having a limitation of
the field of vision such that the widest diameter of the visual field subtends an angular distance not
greater than 20 degrees.
“Conveyance.” A truck, tractor, trailer or semitrailer, or any combination of these, propelled or drawn by
mechanical power.
“Deaf.” Totally impaired hearing or hearing with or without amplification which is so seriously impaired
that the primary means of receiving spoken language is through other sensory input, including, but not
limited to, lip reading, sign language, finger spelling or reading.
“Domestic animal.” Any dog, cat, equine animal, bovine animal, sheep, goat or porcine animal.
“Domestic fowl.” Any avis raised for food, hobby or sport.
“Equine animal.” Any member of the Equidae family, which includes horses, asses, mules, ponies and
zebras.
“Normal agricultural operation.” Normal activities, practices and procedures that farmers adopt, use or
engage in year after year in the production and preparation for market of poultry, livestock and their
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products in the production and harvesting of agricultural, agronomic, horticultural, silvicultural and
aquicultural crops and commodities.
“Physically limited.” Having limited ambulation, including, but not limited to, a temporary or permanent
impairment or condition that causes an individual to use a wheelchair or walk with difficulty or
insecurity, affects sight or hearing to the extent that an individual is insecure or exposed to danger,
causes faulty coordination or reduces mobility, flexibility, coordination or perceptiveness.
“Zoo animal.” Any member of the class of mammalia, aves, amphibia or reptilia which is kept in a
confined area by a public body or private individual for purposes of observation by the general public.

RHODE ISLAND
R.I. Gen. Laws Ann. § 4-1-36
4-1-36. Psychiatric counseling.
Any person found guilty of violating any of the provisions of this chapter [Chapter 4-1 (Cruelty to
Animals)] may, in addition to any penalties imposed, be evaluated to determine the need for psychiatric
or psychological counseling, and, if determined appropriate by the court, to receive psychiatric or
psychological counseling at his or her own expense.

TENNESSEE
Tenn. Code Ann. §§ 39-14-212, 39-14-217
§ 39-14-212. Aggravated cruelty to animals; definitions; penalties
(a) A person commits aggravated cruelty to animals when, with aggravated cruelty and with no
justifiable purpose, such person intentionally kills or intentionally causes serious physical injury to a
companion animal.
(b) For purposes of this section:
(1) "Aggravated cruelty" means conduct which is done or carried out in a depraved and sadistic manner
and which tortures or maims an animal including the failure to provide food and water to a companion
animal resulting in a substantial risk of death or death;
(2) "Companion animal" means any non-livestock animal as defined in § 39-14- 201(3);
(3) "Elderly" means any person sixty-five (65) years of age or older; and
(4) "Minor" means any person under eighteen (18) years of age.
(c) The provisions of subsection (a) shall not be construed to prohibit or interfere with the following
endeavors:
(1) The provisions of this section shall not be construed to change, modify, or amend any provision of
title 70, involving fish and wildlife;
(2) The provisions of this section do not apply to activities or conduct that are prohibited by § 39-14203;
(3) The provisions of this section do not apply to equine animals or to animals defined as livestock by
the provisions of § 39-14-201;
(4) Dispatching an animal in any manner absent of aggravated cruelty;
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(5) Engaging in lawful hunting, trapping, or fishing activities, including activities commonly associated
with the hunting of small game as defined in § 70-1-101(a)(34);
(6) Dispatching rabid or diseased animals;
(7) Dispatching animals posing a clear and immediate threat to human safety;
(8) Performing or conducting bona fide scientific tests, experiments or investigations within or for a
bona fide research laboratory, facility or institution;
(9) Performing accepted veterinary medical practices or treatments;
(10) Dispatching animals in accordance with § 44-17-403(e);
(11) Engaging, with the consent of the owner of a farm animal, in usual and customary practices which
are accepted by colleges of agriculture or veterinary medicine with respect to such animal;
(12) Dispatching wild or abandoned animals on a farm or residential real property; or
(13) Applying methods and equipment used to train animals.
(d) Aggravated cruelty to animals is a Class E felony.
(e) In addition to the penalty imposed by subsection (d), the sentencing court may order the defendant
to surrender custody and forfeit all companion animals as defined in subdivision (b)(2), and may award
custody of such animals to the agency presenting the case. The court may prohibit the defendant from
having custody of other animals for any period of time the court determines to be reasonable, or impose
any other reasonable restrictions on the person's custody of animals as is necessary for the protection
of the animals.
(f) In addition to the penalty imposed by subsection (d), the court may require the defendant to undergo
psychological evaluation and counseling, the cost to be borne by the defendant. If the defendant is
indigent, the court may, where practicable, direct the defendant to locate and enroll in a counseling or
treatment program with an appropriate agency.
(g) If a defendant convicted of a violation of this section resides in a household with minor children or
elderly individuals, the court may, within fifteen (15) days, send notification of the conviction to the
appropriate protective agencies.
(h) In addition to the penalty imposed by subsection (d), the defendant may be held liable to the
impounding officer or agency for all costs of impoundment from the time of seizure to the time of proper
disposition of the case.
(i)(1) In addition to the penalty imposed by subsection (d), the defendant may be held liable to the
owner of the animal for damages.
(2) If an unlawful act resulted in the death or permanent disability of a person's guide dog, then the
value of the guide dog shall include, but shall not necessarily be limited to, both the cost of the guide
dog as well as the cost of any specialized training the guide dog received.
(j) If a juvenile is found to be within the court's jurisdiction, for conduct that, if committed by an adult,
would be a criminal violation involving cruelty to animals or would be a criminal violation involving
arson, then the court may order that the juvenile be evaluated to determine the need for psychiatric or
psychological treatment. If the court determines that psychiatric or psychological treatment is
appropriate for that juvenile, then the court may order that treatment.
(k) This section does not preclude the court from entering any other order of disposition allowed under
this chapter.
§ 39-14-217. Aggravated cruelty to livestock
(a) As used in this section only, “livestock” means all equine as well as animals which are being raised
primarily for use as food or fiber for human utilization or consumption including, but not limited to, cattle,
sheep, swine, and goats.
(b) Except as provided in subsections (d) and (e), a person commits aggravated cruelty to a livestock
animal who, in a depraved and sadistic manner, intentionally engages in any of the conduct described
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in subdivisions (c)(1)--(12), the conduct results in serious bodily injury to the animal or the death of the
animal, and is without justifiable or lawful purpose.
(c) The following conduct constitutes aggravated cruelty to livestock animals if accomplished in the
manner described in subsection (b):
(1) Setting an animal on fire;
(2) Burning an animal with any hot object;
(3) Cutting or stabbing an animal with any object;
(4) Causing blunt force trauma to an animal;
(5) Securing an animal to a vehicle and dragging it;
(6) Blinding an animal;
(7) Applying acid or other caustic substance or chemical to any exposed area of an animal or forcing
the animal to ingest the substance;
(8) Hanging a living animal;
(9) Skinning an animal while it is still alive;
(10) Administering electric shock to an animal;
(11) Drowning an animal; or
(12) Shooting an animal with a weapon.
(d) Subsections (b) and (c) shall not be construed to apply to, prohibit or interfere with the following:
(1) Any provision of Title 70, involving fish and wildlife, or any hunting trapping, or fishing activities
lawful under such title;
(2) Activities or conduct that are prohibited by § 39-14-203; or
(3) Dispatching an animal in any manner not prohibited by this section.
(e) The following shall not be construed as aggravated cruelty to a livestock animal as defined in this
section:
(1) Dispatching rabid, diseased, sick or injured livestock animals;
(2) Dispatching livestock animals posing a clear and immediate threat to human safety;
(3) Performing or conducting bona fide scientific tests, experiments or investigations within or for a
bona fide research laboratory, facility or institution;
(4) Performing accepted veterinary medical practices or treatments;
(5) Engaging, with the consent of the owner of a livestock animal, in usual and customary practices
which are accepted by colleges of agriculture or veterinary medicine with respect to that animal;
(6) Dispatching wild or abandoned livestock animals on a farm or residential real property; or
(7) Applying methods and equipment used to train livestock animals.
(f) In addition to the penalty imposed by subsection (j), the defendant may be held liable to:
(1) The owner of the livestock animal for damages; and
(2) The impounding officer or agency for all costs of impoundment from the time of seizure to the time
of proper disposition of the case.
(g) In addition to the penalty imposed by subsection (j), the sentencing court may order the defendant
to surrender custody and forfeit all livestock animals, and may award custody of the animals to the
agency presenting the case. The court may prohibit the defendant from having custody of other
livestock animals for any period of time the court determines to be reasonable, or impose any other
reasonable restrictions on the person's custody of livestock animals as is necessary for the protection
of the animals.
(h) In addition to the penalty imposed by subsection (j), the court may require the defendant to undergo
psychological evaluation and counseling, the cost to be borne by the defendant. If the defendant is
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indigent, the court may, where practicable, direct the defendant to locate and enroll in a counseling or
treatment program with an appropriate agency.
(i) This section does not preclude the court from entering any other order of disposition allowed under
this chapter.
(j) Aggravated cruelty to a livestock animal is a Class E felony.

TEXAS
Tex. Code Of Crim. Proc. Ann. art. 42.12, § 11; Tex. Fam. Code Ann. § 54.0407
Art. 42.12. COMMUNITY SUPERVISION.
Sec. 11. BASIC CONDITIONS OF COMMUNITY SUPERVISION. (a) The judge of the court having
jurisdiction of the case shall determine the conditions of community supervision and may, at any time
during the period of community supervision, alter or modify the conditions. The judge may impose any
reasonable condition that is designed to protect or restore the community, protect or restore the victim,
or punish, rehabilitate, or reform the defendant. Conditions of community supervision may include, but
shall not be limited to, the conditions that the defendant shall:
(1) Commit no offense against the laws of this State or of any other State or of the United States;
(2) Avoid injurious or vicious habits;
(3) Avoid persons or places of disreputable or harmful character, including any person, other than a
family member of the defendant, who is an active member of a criminal street gang;
(4) Report to the supervision officer as directed by the judge or supervision officer and obey all rules
and regulations of the community supervision and corrections department;
(5) Permit the supervision officer to visit the defendant at the defendant's home or elsewhere;
(6) Work faithfully at suitable employment as far as possible;
(7) Remain within a specified place;
(8) Pay the defendant's fine, if one is assessed, and all court costs whether a fine is assessed or not,
in one or several sums;
(9) Support the defendant's dependents;
(10) Participate, for a time specified by the judge, in any community-based program, including a
community-service work program under Section 16 of this article;
(11) If the judge determines that the defendant has financial resources that enable the defendant to
offset in part or in whole the costs of the legal services provided to the defendant in accordance with
Article 1.051(c) or (d), including any expenses and costs, reimburse the county in which the prosecution
was instituted for the costs of the legal services in an amount that the judge finds the defendant is able
to pay, except that the defendant may not be ordered to pay an amount that exceeds:
(A) the actual costs, including any expenses and costs, paid by the county for the legal services
provided by an appointed attorney; or
(B) if the defendant was represented by a public defender's office, the actual amount, including any
expenses and costs, that would have otherwise been paid to an appointed attorney had the county not
had a public defender's office;
(12) Remain under custodial supervision in a community corrections facility, obey all rules and
regulations of the facility, and pay a percentage of the defendant's income to the facility for room and
board;
(13) Pay a percentage of the defendant's income to the defendant's dependents for their support while
under custodial supervision in a community corrections facility;
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(14) Submit to testing for alcohol or controlled substances;
(15) Attend counseling sessions for substance abusers or participate in substance abuse treatment
services in a program or facility approved or licensed by the Department of State Health Services;
(16) With the consent of the victim of a misdemeanor offense or of any offense under Title 7, Penal
Code, participate in victim-defendant mediation;
(17) Submit to electronic monitoring;
(18) Reimburse the compensation to victims of crime fund for any amounts paid from that fund to or on
behalf of a victim, as defined by Article 56.32, of the defendant's offense or if no reimbursement is
required, make one payment to the compensation to victims of crime fund in an amount not to exceed
$50 if the offense is a misdemeanor or not to exceed $100 if the offense is a felony;
(19) Reimburse a law enforcement agency for the analysis, storage, or disposal of raw materials,
controlled substances, chemical precursors, drug paraphernalia, or other materials seized in connection
with the offense;
(20) Pay all or part of the reasonable and necessary costs incurred by the victim for psychological
counseling made necessary by the offense or for counseling and education relating to acquired immune
deficiency syndrome or human immunodeficiency virus made necessary by the offense;
(21) Make one payment in an amount not to exceed $50 to a crime stoppers organization as defined
by Section 414.001, Government Code, and as certified by the Texas Crime Stoppers Council;
(22) Submit a DNA sample to the Department of Public Safety under Subchapter G, Chapter 411,
Government Code, for the purpose of creating a DNA record of the defendant;
(23) In any manner required by the judge, provide public notice of the offense for which the defendant
was placed on community supervision in the county in which the offense was committed; and
(24) Reimburse the county in which the prosecution was instituted for compensation paid to any
interpreter in the case.
(b)(1) A judge may not order a defendant to make any payments as a term or condition of community
supervision, except for:
(A) fines, court costs, and restitution to the victim;
(B) reimbursement of a county as described by Subsection (a)(11); and
(C) other conditions related personally to the rehabilitation of the defendant or otherwise expressly
authorized by law.
(2) A judge may not impose a condition of community supervision requiring a defendant to reimburse a
county for the costs of legal services as described by Subsection (a)(11) if the defendant has already
satisfied that obligation under Article 26.05(g).
(3) The court shall consider the ability of the defendant to make payments before ordering the
defendant to make payments under this article.
(b-1) A defendant's obligation to pay a fine or court cost as ordered by a judge exists independently of
any requirement to pay the fine or court cost as a condition of the defendant's community supervision.
A defendant remains obligated to pay any unpaid fine or court cost after the expiration of the
defendant's period of community supervision.
(c) If the judge or jury places a defendant on community supervision, the judge shall require the
defendant to demonstrate to the court whether the defendant has an educational skill level that is equal
to or greater than the average skill level of students who have completed the sixth grade in public
schools in this state. If the judge determines that the defendant has not attained that skill level, the
judge shall require as a condition of community supervision that the defendant attain that level of
educational skill, unless the judge determines that the defendant lacks the intellectual capacity or the
learning ability to ever achieve that level of skill.
(d) If the judge places a defendant on community supervision and the defendant is determined to have
a mental illness or be a person with mental retardation as provided by Article 16.22 or Chapter 46B or
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in a psychological evaluation conducted under Section 9(i) of this article, the judge may require the
defendant as a condition of community supervision to submit to outpatient or inpatient mental health or
mental retardation treatment if the:
(1) defendant's:
(A) mental impairment is chronic in nature; or
(B) ability to function independently will continue to deteriorate if the defendant does not receive mental
health or mental retardation services; and
(2) judge determines, in consultation with a local mental health or mental retardation services provider,
that appropriate mental health or mental retardation services for the defendant are available through
the Texas Department of Mental Health and Mental Retardation under Section 534.053, Health and
Safety Code, or through another mental health or mental retardation services provider.
(e) A judge granting community supervision to a defendant required to register as a sex offender under
Chapter 62 shall require that the defendant, as a condition of community supervision:
(1) register under that chapter; and
(2) submit a DNA sample to the Department of Public Safety under Subchapter G, Chapter 411,
Government Code, for the purpose of creating a DNA record of the defendant, unless the defendant
has already submitted the required sample under other state law.
(f) A judge may not require a defendant to undergo an orchiectomy as a condition of community
supervision.
(g) A judge who grants community supervision to a person may require the person to make one
payment in an amount not to exceed $50 to a children's advocacy center established under Subchapter
E, Chapter 264, Family Code, if the person is charged with or convicted of an offense under Section
21.11 or 22.011(a)(2), Penal Code.
(h) If a judge grants community supervision to a person convicted of an offense under Title 5, Penal
Code, that the court determines involves family violence, the judge shall require the person to pay $100
to a family violence center that receives state or federal funds and that serves the county in which the
court is located. In this subsection, "family violence" has the meaning assigned by Section 71.004,
Family Code, and "family violence center" has the meaning assigned by Section 51.002, Human
Resources Code.
(i) A judge who grants community supervision to a sex offender evaluated under Section 9A may
require the sex offender as a condition of community supervision to submit to treatment, specialized
supervision, or rehabilitation according to offense-specific standards of practice adopted by the Council
on Sex Offender Treatment. On a finding that the defendant is financially able to make payment, the
judge shall require the defendant to pay all or part of the reasonable and necessary costs of the
treatment, supervision, or rehabilitation.
(j) A judge granting community supervision to a defendant convicted of a felony shall require that the
defendant, as a condition of community supervision, provide a DNA sample under Subchapter G,
Chapter 411, Government Code, for the purpose of creating a DNA record of the defendant, unless the
defendant has already submitted the required sample under other state law.
(k) A court granting community supervision to a defendant convicted of an offense under Section
28.08, Penal Code, shall require as a condition of community supervision that the defendant perform:
(1) at least 15 hours of community service if the amount of pecuniary loss resulting from the
commission of the offense is $50 or more but less than $500; or
(2) at least 30 hours of community service if the amount of pecuniary loss resulting from the
commission of the offense is $500 or more.
(l)(1) If the court grants community supervision to a person convicted of an offense under Section
42.072, Penal Code, the court may require as a condition of community supervision that the person
may not:

STATE ANIMAL CRUELTY LAWS:
Statutes that Provide for Court-Ordered Programs
for Animal Cruelty Offenses
(A) communicate directly or indirectly with the victim; or
(B) go to or near the residence, place of employment, or business of the victim or to or near a school,
day-care facility, or similar facility where a dependent child of the victim is in attendance.
(2) If the court requires the prohibition contained in Subdivision (1)(B) of this subsection as a condition
of community supervision, the court shall specifically describe the prohibited locations and the minimum
distances, if any, that the person must maintain from the locations.
(m) If a judge grants community supervision to a person convicted of an offense under Section 42.09,
42.091, 42.092, or 42.10, Penal Code, the judge may require the person to attend a responsible pet
owner course sponsored by a municipal animal shelter, as defined by Section 823.001, Health and
Safety Code, that:
(1) receives federal, state, county, or municipal funds; and
(2) serves the county in which the court is located.
(n)(1) If a judge grants community supervision to a defendant younger than 18 years of age convicted
of an alcohol-related offense under Section 106.02, 106.025, 106.04, 106.041, 106.05, or 106.07,
Alcoholic Beverage Code, or Section 49.02, Penal Code, or an offense involving possession of a
controlled substance or marihuana under Section 481.115, 481.1151, 481.116, 481.1161, 481.117,
481.118, or 481.121, Health and Safety Code, the judge may require the defendant as a condition of
community supervision to attend, as appropriate, an alcohol awareness program approved under
Section 106.115, Alcoholic Beverage Code, or a drug education program that is designed to educate
persons on the dangers of drug abuse and is approved by the Department of State Health Services in
accordance with Section 521.374, Transportation Code.
(2) If a judge requires a defendant as a condition of community supervision to attend an alcohol
awareness program or drug education program described by Subdivision (1), unless the judge
determines that the defendant is indigent and unable to pay the cost, the judge shall require the
defendant to pay the cost of attending the program. The judge may allow the defendant to pay the cost
of attending the program in installments during the term of community supervision.
Tex. Fam. Code Ann. § 54.0407. Cruelty to Animals: Counseling Required.
§ 54.0407. If a child is found to have engaged in delinquent conduct constituting an offense under
Section 42.09 or 42.092, Penal Code, the juvenile court shall order the child to participate in
psychological counseling for a period to be determined by the court.

UTAH
Utah Code Ann. § 76-9-301
§ 76-9-301. Cruelty to animals
(1) As used in this section:
(a)(i) “Abandon” means to intentionally deposit, leave, or drop off any live animal:
(A) without providing for the care of that animal, in accordance with accepted animal husbandry
practices or customary farming practices; or
(B) in a situation where conditions present an immediate, direct, and serious threat to the life, safety, or
health of the animal.
(ii) “Abandon” does not include returning wildlife to its natural habitat.
(b)(i) “Animal” means, except as provided in Subsection (1)(b)(ii), a live, nonhuman vertebrate creature.
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(ii) “Animal” does not include:
(A) a live, nonhuman vertebrate creature, if:
(I) the conduct toward the creature, and the care provided to the creature, is in accordance with
accepted animal husbandry practices; and
(II) the creature is:
(Aa) owned or kept by a zoological park that is accredited by, or a member of, the American Zoo and
Aquarium Association;
(Bb) kept, owned, or used for the purpose of training hunting dogs or raptors; or
(Cc) temporarily in the state as part of a circus or traveling exhibitor licensed by the United States
Department of Agriculture under 7 U.S.C. 2133;
(B) a live, nonhuman vertebrate creature that is owned, kept, or used for rodeo purposes, if the conduct
toward the creature, and the care provided to the creature, is in accordance with accepted rodeo
practices;
(C) livestock, if the conduct toward the creature, and the care provided to the creature, is in accordance
with accepted animal husbandry practices or customary farming practices; or
(D) wildlife, as defined in Section 23-13-2, including protected and unprotected wildlife, if the conduct
toward the wildlife is in accordance with lawful hunting, fishing, or trapping practices or other lawful
practices.
(c) “Companion animal” means an animal that is a domestic dog or a domestic cat.
(d) “Custody” means ownership, possession, or control over an animal.
(e) “Legal privilege” means an act that:
(i) is authorized by state law, including Division of Wildlife Resources rules; and
(ii) is not in violation of a local ordinance.
(f) “Livestock” means:
(i) domesticated:
(A) cattle;
(B) sheep;
(C) goats;
(D) turkeys;
(E) swine;
(F) equines;
(G) camelidae;
(H) ratites; or
(I) bison;
(ii) domesticated elk, as defined in Section 4-39-102; or
(iii) any domesticated nonhuman vertebrate creature, domestic furbearer, or domestic poultry, raised,
kept, or used for agricultural purposes.
(g) “Necessary food, water, care, or shelter” means the following, taking into account the species, age,
and physical condition of the animal:
(i) appropriate and essential food and water;
(ii) adequate protection, including appropriate shelter, against extreme weather conditions; and
(iii) other essential care.
(h) “Torture” means intentionally or knowingly causing or inflicting extreme physical pain to an animal in
an especially heinous, atrocious, cruel, or exceptionally depraved manner.
(2) Except as provided in Subsection (4) or (6), a person is guilty of cruelty to an animal if the person,
without legal privilege to do so, intentionally, knowingly, recklessly, or with criminal negligence:
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(a) fails to provide necessary food, water, care, or shelter for an animal in the person's custody;
(b) abandons an animal in the person's custody;
(c) injures an animal;
(d) causes any animal, not including a dog or game fowl, to fight with another animal of like kind for
amusement or gain; or
(e) causes any animal, including a dog or game fowl, to fight with a different kind of animal or creature
for amusement or gain.
(3) Except as provided in Section 76-9-301.7, a violation of Subsection (2) is:
(a) a class B misdemeanor if committed intentionally or knowingly; and
(b) a class C misdemeanor if committed recklessly or with criminal negligence.
(4) A person is guilty of aggravated cruelty to an animal if the person:
(a) tortures an animal;
(b) administers, or causes to be administered, poison or a poisonous substance to an animal; or
(c) kills an animal or causes an animal to be killed without having a legal privilege to do so.
(5) Except as provided in Subsection (6) or Section 76-9-301.7, a violation of Subsection (4) is:
(a) a class A misdemeanor if committed intentionally or knowingly;
(b) a class B misdemeanor if committed recklessly; and
(c) a class C misdemeanor if committed with criminal negligence.
(6) A person is guilty of a third degree felony if the person intentionally or knowingly tortures a
companion animal.
(7) It is a defense to prosecution under this section that the conduct of the actor towards the animal
was:
(a) by a licensed veterinarian using accepted veterinary practice;
(b) directly related to bona fide experimentation for scientific research, provided that if the animal is to
be destroyed, the manner employed will not be unnecessarily cruel unless directly necessary to the
veterinary purpose or scientific research involved;
(c) permitted under Section 18-1-3;
(d) by a person who humanely destroys any animal found suffering past recovery for any useful
purpose; or
(e) by a person who humanely destroys any apparently abandoned animal found on the person's
property.
(8) For purposes of Subsection (7)(d), before destroying the suffering animal, the person who is not the
owner of the animal shall obtain:
(a) the judgment of a veterinarian of the animal's nonrecoverable condition;
(b) the judgment of two other persons called by the person to view the unrecoverable condition of the
animal in the person's presence;
(c) the consent from the owner of the animal to the destruction of the animal; or
(d) a reasonable conclusion that the animal's suffering is beyond recovery, through the person's own
observation, if the person is in a location or circumstance where the person is unable to contact another
person.
(9) This section does not affect or prohibit:
(a) the training, instruction, and grooming of animals, if the methods used are in accordance with
accepted animal husbandry practices or customary farming practices;
(b) the use of an electronic locating or training collar by the owner of an animal for the purpose of lawful
animal training, lawful hunting practices, or protecting against loss of that animal; or
(c) the lawful hunting of, fishing for, or trapping of, wildlife.
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(10) County and municipal governments may not prohibit the use of an electronic locating or training
collar.
(11) Upon conviction under this section, the court may in its discretion, in addition to other penalties:
(a) order the defendant to be evaluated to determine the need for psychiatric or psychological
counseling, to receive counseling as the court determines to be appropriate, and to pay the costs of the
evaluation and counseling;
(b) require the defendant to forfeit any rights the defendant has to the animal subjected to a violation of
this section and to repay the reasonable costs incurred by any person or agency in caring for each
animal subjected to violation of this section;
(c) order the defendant to no longer possess or retain custody of any animal, as specified by the court,
during the period of the defendant's probation or parole or other period as designated by the court; and
(d) order the animal to be placed for the purpose of adoption or care in the custody of a county or
municipal animal control agency or an animal welfare agency registered with the state to be sold at
public auction or humanely destroyed.
(12) This section does not prohibit the use of animals in lawful training.
(13) A veterinarian who, acting in good faith, reports a violation of this section to law enforcement may
not be held civilly liable for making the report.

VERMONT
Vt. Stat. Ann. tit. 13, § 353
§ 353. Degree of offense; sentencing upon conviction
(a) Penalties.
(1) Except as provided in subdivision (3) or (4) of this subsection, cruelty to animals under section 352
of this title shall be punishable by a sentence of imprisonment of not more than one year, or a fine of
not more than $2,000.00, or both. Second and subsequent convictions shall be punishable by a
sentence of imprisonment of not more than two years or a fine of not more than $5,000.00, or both.
(2) Aggravated cruelty under section 352a of this title shall be punishable by a sentence of
imprisonment of not more than three years or a fine of not more than $5,000.00, or both. Second and
subsequent offenses shall be punishable by a sentence of imprisonment of not more than five years or
a fine of not more than $7,500.00, or both.
(3) An offense committed under subdivision 352(5) or (6) of this title shall be punishable by a sentence
of imprisonment of not more than five years, or a fine of not more than $5,000.00, or both.
(4)(A) Except as provided in subdivision (B) of this subdivision (4), a person found in violation of
subdivision 352(3), (4), or (9) of this title pursuant to this subdivision shall be imprisoned not more than
one year or fined not more than $2,000.00, or both. Second and subsequent convictions shall be
punishable by a sentence of imprisonment of not more than two years or a fine of not more than
$5,000.00, or both.
(B) In lieu of a criminal citation or arrest, a law enforcement officer may issue a civil citation to a person
who violates subdivision 352(3), (4), or (9) of this title if the person has not been previously adjudicated
in violation of this chapter. A person adjudicated in violation of subdivision 352(3), (4), or (9) of this title
pursuant to this subdivision shall be assessed a civil penalty of not more than $500.00. At any time
prior to the person admitting the violation and paying the assessed penalty, the state's attorney may
withdraw the complaint filed with the Judicial Bureau and file an information charging a violation of
subdivision 352(3), (4), or (9) of this title in the Criminal Division of the Superior Court.
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(C) Nothing in this subdivision shall be construed to require that a civil citation be issued prior to a
criminal charge of violating subdivision 352(3), (4), or (9) of this title.
(b) In addition to any other sentence the court may impose, the court may require a defendant
convicted of a violation under section 352 or 352a of this title to:
(1) Forfeit any rights to the animal subjected to cruelty, and to any other animal, except livestock or
poultry owned, possessed, or in the custody of the defendant.
(2) Repay the reasonable costs incurred by any person, municipality or agency for providing care for
the animal prior to judgment. If the court does not order a defendant to pay all the applicable costs
incurred or orders only partial payment, it shall state on the record the reasons for that action.
(3) Forfeit any future right to own, possess, or care for any animal for a period which the court deems
appropriate.
(4) Participate in available animal cruelty prevention programs or educational programs, or both, or
obtain psychiatric or psychological counseling, within a reasonable distance from the defendant's
residence. If a juvenile is adjudicated delinquent under section 352 or 352a of this title, the court may
order the juvenile to undergo a psychiatric or psychological evaluation and to participate in treatment
that the court determines to be appropriate after due consideration of the evaluation. The court may
impose the costs of such programs or counseling upon the defendant when appropriate.
(5) Permit periodic unannounced visits for a period up to one year by a humane officer to inspect the
care and condition of any animal permitted by the court to remain in the care, custody, or possession of
the defendant. Such period may be extended by the court upon motion made by the state.
(c) Upon an order of forfeiture of an animal under this section or section 354 of this title, the court shall
order custody of the animal remanded to a humane society or other individual deemed appropriate by
the court, for further disposition in accordance with accepted practices for humane treatment of
animals. A transfer of rights under this section constitutes a transfer of ownership, and shall not
constitute or authorize any limitation upon the right of the humane society, individual, or other entity, to
whom rights are granted to dispose of the animal.

VIRGINIA
Va. Code Ann. § 3.2-6570
§ 3.2-6570. Cruelty to animals; penalty
A. Any person who: (i) overrides, overdrives, overloads, tortures, ill-treats, abandons, willfully inflicts
inhumane injury or pain not connected with bona fide scientific or medical experimentation, or cruelly or
unnecessarily beats, maims, mutilates, or kills any animal, whether belonging to himself or another; (ii)
deprives any animal of necessary food, drink, shelter or emergency veterinary treatment; (iii) sores any
equine for any purpose or administers drugs or medications to alter or mask such soring for the
purpose of sale, show, or exhibition of any kind, unless such administration of drugs or medications is
within the context of a veterinary client-patient relationship and solely for therapeutic purposes; (iv)
ropes, lassoes, or otherwise obstructs or interferes with one or more legs of an equine in order to
intentionally cause it to trip or fall for the purpose of engagement in a rodeo, contest, exhibition,
entertainment, or sport unless such actions are in the practice of accepted animal husbandry or for the
purpose of allowing veterinary care; (v) willfully sets on foot, instigates, engages in, or in any way
furthers any act of cruelty to any animal; (vi) carries or causes to be carried by any vehicle, vessel or
otherwise any animal in a cruel, brutal, or inhumane manner, so as to produce torture or unnecessary
suffering; or (vii) causes any of the above things, or being the owner of such animal permits such acts
to be done by another is guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor.
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In addition to the penalties provided in this subsection, the court may, in its discretion, require any
person convicted of a violation of this subsection to attend an anger management or other appropriate
treatment program or obtain psychiatric or psychological counseling. The court may impose the costs of
such a program or counseling upon the person convicted.
B. Any person who: (i) tortures, willfully inflicts inhumane injury or pain not connected with bona fide
scientific or medical experimentation, or cruelly and unnecessarily beats, maims, mutilates or kills any
animal whether belonging to himself or another; (ii) sores any equine for any purpose or administers
drugs or medications to alter or mask such soring for the purpose of sale, show, or exhibit of any kind,
unless such administration of drugs or medications is under the supervision of a licensed veterinarian
and solely for therapeutic purposes; (iii) ropes, lassoes, or otherwise obstructs or interferes with one or
more legs of an equine in order to intentionally cause it to trip or fall for the purpose of engagement in a
rodeo, contest, exhibition, entertainment, or sport unless such actions are in the practice of accepted
animal husbandry or for the purpose of allowing veterinary care; (iv) maliciously deprives any
companion animal of necessary food, drink, shelter or emergency veterinary treatment; (v) instigates,
engages in, or in any way furthers any act of cruelty to any animal set forth in clauses (i) through (iv) or
(vi) causes any of the actions described in clauses (i) through (v), or being the owner of such animal
permits such acts to be done by another; and has been within five years convicted of a violation of this
subsection or subsection A, is guilty of a Class 6 felony if the current violation or any previous violation
of this subsection or subsection A resulted in the death of an animal or the euthanasia of an animal
based on the recommendation of a licensed veterinarian upon determination that such euthanasia was
necessary due to the condition of the animal, and such condition was a direct result of a violation of this
subsection or subsection A.
C. Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit the dehorning of cattle conducted in a
reasonable and customary manner.
D. This section shall not prohibit authorized wildlife management activities or hunting, fishing or
trapping as regulated under other titles of the Code of Virginia, including Title 29.1, or to farming
activities as provided under this title or regulations adopted hereunder.
E. It is unlawful for any person to kill a domestic dog or cat for the purpose of obtaining the hide, fur or
pelt of the dog or cat. A violation of this subsection is a Class 1 misdemeanor. A second or subsequent
violation of this subsection is a Class 6 felony.
F. Any person who: (i) tortures, willfully inflicts inhumane injury or pain not connected with bona fide
scientific or medical experimentation or cruelly and unnecessarily beats, maims or mutilates any dog or
cat that is a companion animal whether belonging to him or another; and (ii) as a direct result causes
the death of such dog or cat that is a companion animal, or the euthanasia of such animal on the
recommendation of a licensed veterinarian upon determination that such euthanasia was necessary
due to the condition of the animal, is guilty of a Class 6 felony. If a dog or cat is attacked on its owner's
property by a dog so as to cause injury or death, the owner of the injured dog or cat may use all
reasonable and necessary force against the dog at the time of the attack to protect his dog or cat. Such
owner may be presumed to have taken necessary and appropriate action to defend his dog or cat and
shall therefore be presumed not to have violated this subsection. The provisions of this subsection shall
not overrule § 3.2-6540, 3.2-6540.1, or 3.2-6552.
G. Any person convicted of violating this section may be prohibited by the court from possession or
ownership of companion animals.
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WASHINGTON
Wash. Rev. Code Ann. §§ 16.52.200, 16.52.205, 13.40.127
Wash. Rev. Code Ann. § 16.52.200(9)
Sentences—Forfeiture of animals—Liability for costs—Penalty—Education, counseling.
(1) The sentence imposed for a misdemeanor or gross misdemeanor violation of this chapter may be
deferred or suspended in accordance with RCW 3.66.067 and 3.66.068, however the probationary
period shall be two years.
(2) In case of multiple misdemeanor or gross misdemeanor convictions, the sentences shall be
consecutive, however the probationary period shall remain two years.
(3) In addition to the penalties imposed by the court, the court shall order the forfeiture of all animals
held by law enforcement or animal care and control authorities under the provisions of this chapter if
any one of the animals involved dies as a result of a violation of this chapter or if the defendant has a
prior conviction under this chapter. In other cases the court may enter an order requiring the owner to
forfeit the animal if the court deems the animal's treatment to have been severe and likely to reoccur.
(4) Any person convicted of animal cruelty shall be prohibited from owning, caring for, or residing with
any similar animals for a period of time as follows:
(a) Two years for a first conviction of animal cruelty in the second degree under RCW 16.52.207;
(b) Permanently for a first conviction of animal cruelty in the first degree under RCW 16.52.205;
(c) Permanently for a second or subsequent conviction of animal cruelty, except as provided in
subsection (5) of this section.
(5) If a person has no more than two convictions of animal cruelty and each conviction is for animal
cruelty in the second degree, the person may petition the sentencing court in which the most recent
animal cruelty conviction occurred, for a restoration of the right to own or possess a similar animal five
years after the date of the second conviction. In determining whether to grant the petition, the court
shall consider, but not be limited to, the following:
(a) The person's prior animal cruelty in the second degree convictions;
(b) The type of harm or violence inflicted upon the animals;
(c) Whether the person has completed the conditions imposed by the court as a result of the underlying
convictions;
(d) Whether the person complied with the prohibition on owning, caring for, or residing with similar
animals; and
(e) Any other matters the court finds reasonable and material to consider in determining whether the
person is likely to abuse another animal.
The court may delay its decision on forfeiture under subsection (3) of this section until the end of the
probationary period.
(6) In addition to fines and court costs, the defendant, only if convicted or in agreement, shall be liable
for reasonable costs incurred pursuant to this chapter by law enforcement agencies, animal care and
control agencies, or authorized private or public entities involved with the care of the animals.
Reasonable costs include expenses of the investigation, and the animal's care, euthanization, or
adoption.
(7) If convicted, the defendant shall also pay a civil penalty of one thousand dollars to the county to
prevent cruelty to animals. These funds shall be used to prosecute offenses under this chapter and to
care for forfeited animals pending trial.
(8) If a person violates the prohibition on owning, caring for, or residing with similar animals under
subsection (4) of this section, that person:
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(a) Shall pay a civil penalty of one thousand dollars for the first violation;
(b) Shall pay a civil penalty of two thousand five hundred dollars for the second violation; and
(c) Is guilty of a gross misdemeanor for the third and each subsequent violation.
(9) As a condition of the sentence imposed under this chapter or RCW 9.08.070 through 9.08.078, the
court may also order the defendant to participate in an available animal cruelty prevention or education
program or obtain available psychological counseling to treat mental health problems contributing to the
violation's commission. The defendant shall bear the costs of the program or treatment.
16.52.205
Animal cruelty in the first degree.
(1) A person is guilty of animal cruelty in the first degree when, except as authorized in law, he or she
intentionally (a) inflicts substantial pain on, (b) causes physical injury to, or (c) kills an animal by a
means causing undue suffering or while manifesting an extreme indifference to life, or forces a minor to
inflict unnecessary pain, injury, or death on an animal.
(2) A person is guilty of animal cruelty in the first degree when, except as authorized by law, he or she,
with criminal negligence, starves, dehydrates, or suffocates an animal and as a result causes: (a)
Substantial and unjustifiable physical pain that extends for a period sufficient to cause considerable
suffering; or (b) death.
(3) A person is guilty of animal cruelty in the first degree when he or she:
(a) Knowingly engages in any sexual conduct or sexual contact with an animal;
(b) Knowingly causes, aids, or abets another person to engage in any sexual conduct or sexual contact
with an animal;
(c) Knowingly permits any sexual conduct or sexual contact with an animal to be conducted on any
premises under his or her charge or control;
(d) Knowingly engages in, organizes, promotes, conducts, advertises, aids, abets, participates in as an
observer, or performs any service in the furtherance of an act involving any sexual conduct or sexual
contact with an animal for a commercial or recreational purpose; or
(e) Knowingly photographs or films, for purposes of sexual gratification, a person engaged in a sexual
act or sexual contact with an animal.
(4) Animal cruelty in the first degree is a class C felony.
(5) In addition to the penalty imposed in subsection (4) of this section, the court may order that the
convicted person do any of the following:
(a) Not harbor or own animals or reside in any household where animals are present;
(b) Participate in appropriate counseling at the defendant's expense;
(c) Reimburse the animal shelter or humane society for any reasonable costs incurred for the care and
maintenance of any animals taken to the animal shelter or humane society as a result of conduct
proscribed in subsection (3) of this section.
(6) Nothing in this section may be considered to prohibit accepted animal husbandry practices or
accepted veterinary medical practices by a licensed veterinarian or certified veterinary technician.
(7) If the court has reasonable grounds to believe that a violation of this section has occurred, the court
may order the seizure of all animals involved in the alleged violation as a condition of bond of a person
charged with a violation.
(8) For purposes of this section:
(a) "Animal" means every creature, either alive or dead, other than a human being.
(b) "Sexual conduct" means any touching or fondling by a person, either directly or through clothing, of
the sex organs or anus of an animal or any transfer or transmission of semen by the person upon any
part of the animal, for the purpose of sexual gratification or arousal of the person.
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(c) "Sexual contact" means any contact, however slight, between the mouth, sex organ, or anus of a
person and the sex organ or anus of an animal, or any intrusion, however slight, of any part of the body
of the person into the sex organ or anus of an animal, or any intrusion of the sex organ or anus of the
person into the mouth of the animal, for the purpose of sexual gratification or arousal of the person.
(d) "Photographs" or "films" means the making of a photograph, motion picture film, videotape, digital
image, or any other recording, sale, or transmission of the image.
Wash. Rev. Code § 13.40.127
Deferred disposition.
(1) A juvenile is eligible for deferred disposition unless he or she:
(a) Is charged with a sex or violent offense;
(b) Has a criminal history which includes any felony;
(c) Has a prior deferred disposition or deferred adjudication; or
(d) Has two or more adjudications.
(2) The juvenile court may, upon motion at least fourteen days before commencement of trial and, after
consulting the juvenile's custodial parent or parents or guardian and with the consent of the juvenile,
continue the case for disposition for a period not to exceed one year from the date the juvenile is found
guilty. The court shall consider whether the offender and the community will benefit from a deferred
disposition before deferring the disposition. The court may waive the fourteen-day period anytime
before the commencement of trial for good cause.
(3) Any juvenile who agrees to a deferral of disposition shall:
(a) Stipulate to the admissibility of the facts contained in the written police report;
(b) Acknowledge that the report will be entered and used to support a finding of guilt and to impose a
disposition if the juvenile fails to comply with terms of supervision;
(c) Waive the following rights to: (i) A speedy disposition; and (ii) call and confront witnesses; and
(d) Acknowledge the direct consequences of being found guilty and the direct consequences that will
happen if an order of disposition is entered.
The adjudicatory hearing shall be limited to a reading of the court's record.
(4) Following the stipulation, acknowledgment, waiver, and entry of a finding or plea of guilt, the court
shall defer entry of an order of disposition of the juvenile.
(5) Any juvenile granted a deferral of disposition under this section shall be placed under community
supervision. The court may impose any conditions of supervision that it deems appropriate including
posting a probation bond. Payment of restitution under RCW 13.40.190 shall be a condition of
community supervision under this section.
The court may require a juvenile offender convicted of animal cruelty in the first degree to submit to a
mental health evaluation to determine if the offender would benefit from treatment and such intervention
would promote the safety of the community. After consideration of the results of the evaluation, as a
condition of community supervision, the court may order the offender to attend treatment to address
issues pertinent to the offense.
The court may require the juvenile to undergo a mental health or substance abuse assessment, or
both. If the assessment identifies a need for treatment, conditions of supervision may include treatment
for the assessed need that has been demonstrated to improve behavioral health and reduce recidivism.
The court shall require a juvenile granted a deferral of disposition for unlawful possession of a firearm in
violation of RCW 9.41.040 to participate in a qualifying program as described in RCW 13.40.193(2)(b),
when available, unless the court makes a written finding based on the outcome of the juvenile court risk
assessment that participation in a qualifying program would not be appropriate.
(6) A parent who signed for a probation bond has the right to notify the counselor if the juvenile fails to
comply with the bond or conditions of supervision. The counselor shall notify the court and surety of any
failure to comply. A surety shall notify the court of the juvenile's failure to comply with the probation
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bond. The state shall bear the burden to prove, by a preponderance of the evidence, that the juvenile
has failed to comply with the terms of community supervision.
(7)(a) Anytime prior to the conclusion of the period of supervision, the prosecutor or the juvenile's
juvenile court community supervision counselor may file a motion with the court requesting the court
revoke the deferred disposition based on the juvenile's lack of compliance or treat the juvenile's lack of
compliance as a violation pursuant to RCW 13.40.200.
(b) If the court finds the juvenile failed to comply with the terms of the deferred disposition, the court
may:
(i) Revoke the deferred disposition and enter an order of disposition; or
(ii) Impose sanctions for the violation pursuant to RCW 13.40.200.
(8) At any time following deferral of disposition the court may, following a hearing, continue supervision
for an additional one-year period for good cause.
(9)(a) At the conclusion of the period of supervision, the court shall determine whether the juvenile is
entitled to dismissal of the deferred disposition only when the court finds:
(i) The deferred disposition has not been previously revoked;
(ii) The juvenile has completed the terms of supervision;
(iii) There are no pending motions concerning lack of compliance pursuant to subsection (7) of this
section; and
(iv) The juvenile has either paid the full amount of restitution, or, made a good faith effort to pay the full
amount of restitution during the period of supervision.
(b) If the court finds the juvenile is entitled to dismissal of the deferred disposition pursuant to (a) of this
subsection, the juvenile's conviction shall be vacated and the court shall dismiss the case with
prejudice, except that a conviction under RCW 16.52.205 shall not be vacated. Whenever a case is
dismissed with restitution still owing, the court shall enter a restitution order pursuant to RCW 7.80.130
for any unpaid restitution. Jurisdiction to enforce payment and modify terms of the restitution order shall
be the same as those set forth in RCW 7.80.130.
(c) If the court finds the juvenile is not entitled to dismissal of the deferred disposition pursuant to (a) of
this subsection, the court shall revoke the deferred disposition and enter an order of disposition. A
deferred disposition shall remain a conviction unless the case is dismissed and the conviction is
vacated pursuant to (b) of this subsection or sealed pursuant to RCW 13.50.260.
(10)(a)(i) Any time the court vacates a conviction pursuant to subsection (9) of this section, if the
juvenile is eighteen years of age or older and the full amount of restitution owing to the individual victim
named in the restitution order, excluding restitution owed to any insurance provider authorized under
Title 48 RCW has been paid, the court shall enter a written order sealing the case.
(ii) Any time the court vacates a conviction pursuant to subsection (9) of this section, if the juvenile is
not eighteen years of age or older and full restitution ordered has been paid, the court shall schedule an
administrative sealing hearing to take place no later than thirty days after the respondent's eighteenth
birthday, at which time the court shall enter a written order sealing the case. The respondent's
presence at the administrative sealing hearing is not required.
(iii) Any deferred disposition vacated prior to June 7, 2012, is not subject to sealing under this
subsection.
(b) Nothing in this subsection shall preclude a juvenile from petitioning the court to have the records of
his or her deferred dispositions sealed under RCW 13.50.260.
(c) Records sealed under this provision shall have the same legal status as records sealed under RCW
13.50.260.
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WEST VIRGINIA
W. Va. Code Ann. § 61-8-19
§ 61-8-19. Cruelty to animals; penalties; exclusions.
(a) (1) It is unlawful for any person to intentionally, knowingly or recklessly,
(A) mistreat an animal in cruel manner;
(B) abandon an animal;
(C) withhold,
(i) proper sustenance, including food or water;
(ii) shelter that protects from the elements of weather; or
(iii) medical treatment, necessary to sustain normal health and fitness or to end the suffering of any
animal;
(D) abandon an animal to die;
(E) leave an animal unattended and confined in a motor vehicle when physical injury to or death of the
animal is likely to result;
(F) ride an animal when it is physically unfit;
(G) bait or harass an animal for the purpose of making it perform for a person's amusement;
(H) cruelly chain or tether an animal; or
(I) use, train or possess a domesticated animal for the purpose of seizing, detaining or maltreating any
other domesticated animal.
(2) Any person in violation of subdivision (1) of this subsection is guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon
conviction thereof, shall be fined not less than three hundred nor more than two thousand dollars or
confined in jail not more than six months, or both.
(b) A person who intentionally tortures, or mutilates or maliciously kills an animal, or causes, procures
or authorizes any other person to torture, mutilate or maliciously kill an animal, is guilty of a felony and,
upon conviction thereof, shall be confined in a correctional facility not less than one nor more than five
years and be fined not less than one thousand dollars nor more than five thousand dollars. For the
purposes of this subsection, "torture" means an action taken for the primary purpose of inflicting pain.
(c) A person, other than a licensed veterinarian or a person acting under the direction or with the
approval of a licensed veterinarian, who knowingly and willfully administers or causes to be
administered to any animal participating in any contest any controlled substance or any other drug for
the purpose of altering or otherwise affecting said animal's performance is guilty of a misdemeanor and,
upon conviction thereof, shall be fined not less than five hundred nor more than two thousand dollars.
(d) Any person convicted of a violation of this section forfeits his or her interest in any animal and all
interest in the animal vests in the humane society or county pound of the county in which the conviction
was rendered and the person is, in addition to any fine imposed, liable for any costs incurred or to be
incurred by the humane society or county pound as a result.
(e) For the purpose of this section, the term "controlled substance" has the same meaning ascribed to it
by subsection (d), section one hundred one, article one, chapter sixty-a of this code.
(f) The provisions of this section do not apply to lawful acts of hunting, fishing, trapping or animal
training or farm livestock, poultry, gaming fowl or wildlife kept in private or licensed game farms if kept
and maintained according to usual and accepted standards of livestock, poultry, gaming fowl or wildlife
or game farm production and management, nor to humane use of animals or activities regulated under
and in conformity with the provisions of 7 U.S.C. § 2131, et seq ., and the regulations promulgated
thereunder, as both statutes and regulations are in effect on the effective date of this section.
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(g) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (a) of this section, any person convicted of a second or
subsequent violation of subsection (a) is guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be confined in jail for a
period of not less than ninety days nor more than one year, fined not less than five hundred dollars nor
more than three thousand dollars, or both. The incarceration set forth in this subsection is mandatory
unless the provisions of subsection (h) of this section are complied with.
(h) (1) Notwithstanding any provision of this code to the contrary, no person who has been convicted of
a violation of the provisions of subsection (a) or (b) of this section may be granted probation until the
defendant has undergone a complete psychiatric or psychological evaluation and the court has
reviewed the evaluation. Unless the defendant is determined by the court to be indigent, he or she is
responsible for the cost of the evaluation.
(2) For any person convicted of a violation of subsection (a) or (b) of this section, the court may, in
addition to the penalties provided in this section, impose a requirement that he or she complete a
program of anger management intervention for perpetrators of animal cruelty. Unless the defendant is
determined by the court to be indigent, he or she is responsible for the cost of the program.
(i) In addition to any other penalty which can be imposed for a violation of this section, a court shall
prohibit any person so convicted from possessing, owning or residing with any animal or type of animal
for a period of five years following entry of a misdemeanor conviction and fifteen years following entry
of a felony conviction. A violation under this subsection is a misdemeanor punishable by a fine not
exceeding two thousand dollars and forfeiture of the animal.

